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SQUAW VALLEY 

PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT 
 

MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 

DATE:    April 30, 2019 
 
TO:    District Board Members 
 
FROM:   Mike Geary, General Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Management Report – Information Only 
 
BACKGROUND:  The discussion section below provides information from the District’s 

management on current projects and activities that are not the subject of a 
separate report.  This report is prepared to provide new information and recent 
progress only. 

 
DISCUSSION:  The General Manager participated in the following meetings in the last month: 

 Direct Reports – weekly with Fire Chief, Finance & Administration 
Manager, District Engineer, Operations Manager, Board Secretary 

 Finance Committee 

 Monthly Planning – staff  

 Resort at Squaw Creek Phase 2A ‐ Well 18‐3R Alternative Schedule – 
project representative via phone; three meetings with staff; counsel via 
phone 

 Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) Grant Application for Acquisition of 
Olympic Meadow Preserve (OMP) – three meetings with staff 

 Personnel Polices & Procedures Manual (PP&PM) Updates – consultant 
from CPS Human Resource Consulting and two meetings with staff 

 TTSA Manager’s Meeting 

 Squaw Valley MAC Meeting 

 Squaw Valley Property Owners Association 

 Olympic Meadow Preserve – presentation to Good Morning Truckee with 
Director Hudson and Perry Norris, Executive Director of the Truckee 
Donner Land Trust (TDLT) 

 Olympic Meadow Preserve – four Steering Committee meetings 

 Olympic Meadow Preserve – nine additional meetings with staff, 
directors, TDLT, consultants, stakeholders, and regional leaders 

 Review Professional Services Agreement Template and Contracts – staff  

 Performance Evaluation Reviews – two Firefighters and Junior Engineer 
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 Water and Sewer Construction Details – staff  

 Post‐Appointment Orientation – Director Mercer & staff  

 Squaw Valley Mutual Water Company – President John Johnson 
 

Support Letters for TOT Capital Projects Funding Applications – Valley Entry 
Signage; Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging Stations; Squaw Valley Park Repaving  
Mike Geary provided letters of support for three projects that submitted 
applications for Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) funds.  

 Design and planning of two new entry signs at the entrance to Olympic 
Valley. The current signage is deteriorating, ineffective and not indicative 
of the many offerings within the Valley.    

 Infrastructure necessary to install EV charging stations at Far East in 
partnership with Tesla, who is funding most of the project. This is an 
environmentally responsible project which will address the current 
shortage of charging stations in the Valley.   

 Winter access and wayfinding improvements for Squaw Valley Park, 
including parking lot resurfacing and installation of wayfinding signs. 

 
Mountain Housing Council – Support for SB 5, SB 252 and AB 1010 
Mike Geary, on behalf of the District, has supported three letters the Mountain 
Housing Council drafted in support of two State Bills (SB 5 and SB 252) and one 
Assembly Bill (AB 1010). The measures are consistent with MHC's Work Plan and 
Policy Platform approved by the Board in January 2019.  

 SB 5: Would establish the Affordable Housing and Community 
Development Investment Program to help local governments implement 
low‐ and moderate‐income housing, transit‐oriented development, and 
sustainable communities.   

 SB 252: Would incentivize mobile home park owners to sell their park to 
a qualified purchaser that agrees to preserve the affordability of the park. 

 AB 1010: Would allow the duly‐constituted governing body of an Indian 
reservation or rancheria and a tribally‐designated housing entity to 
directly apply to and participate in State affordable housing and 
community development programs. 

 
Comment Letter Re: Support for Senate Bill 669 – Safe Drinking Water Fund 
Mike Geary signed a letter of support, drafted by Sean Barclay, General Manager 
of Tahoe City Public Utility District (PUD), regarding Senate Bill 669 (Caballero), 
which would create a Safe Drinking Water Trust (Trust) at the state Treasury.  
The purpose of the Trust would be to provide a durable funding source to help 
community water systems in disadvantaged communities provide their 
customers with access to safe drinking water. The Trust is thought to be a better 
approach than a statewide water tax. The letter was also signed by North Tahoe 
PUD, Tahoe City PUD, South Tahoe PUD, Truckee Donner PUD and Alpine Springs 
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County Water District. In March, this letter was sent to the Senate 
Environmental Quality Committee. In April the meeting was sent to the Senate 
Governmental Organization Committee at the request of the Association of 
California Water Agencies (ACWA). 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  TOT Support Letters; MHC Legislation Support Letters; SB 669 Support Letter 
 
DATE PREPARED:  April 24, 2019 
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The Mountain Housing Council of Tahoe Truckee is a collaboration of 29 public agencies, nonprofits,  

and private sector partners, committed to accelerating housing solutions in our region. Advocacy  

positions and priorities represented here reflect the general consensus of the above listed organizations,  

and do not necessarily reflect the position of individual organizations. 

POLICY 

PARTNERS 

Community 

Collaborative of 

Tahoe Truckee 

Contractors 

Association of Truckee 

Tahoe 

Family Resource 

Center of Truckee 

Martis Fund 
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North Lake Tahoe 
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Placer County  

Sierra Business Council 

Squaw Valley Public 

Service District 
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Tahoe Forest Hospital 

District  

Tahoe Sierra Board  

of Realtors 

Tahoe Truckee 

Community 

Foundation 

Tahoe Truckee  

Unified School District 

Truckee Donner  

Public Utility District 

Truckee Tahoe Airport 

District 

Town of Truckee 

Advocacy Contact: 

Chris Mertens, 

530.582.4800, 

cmertens@ 

sierrabusiness.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 27, 2019 

 

The Honorable Scott Weiner 

Chair, Senate Housing Committee 

State Capitol, Room 2209 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: SB 5 (Beall) Affordable Housing and Community Development Investment 

Program. (As amended on 3/21/2019) – SUPPORT IF AMENDED  

 

Dear Senator Weiner:  

 

On behalf of the Mountain Housing Council, a group of 29 local governments, 

nonprofits, realtors, special districts, businesses, and regional networks working to 

collaboratively address the unique and pressing challenges of housing in the 

North Tahoe-Truckee region, we support if amended SB 5, a bill that would 

establish the Affordable Housing and Community Development Investment 

Program to help local governments implement low- and moderate-income 

housing, transit oriented development, and sustainable communities.  

 

The North Tahoe-Truckee region, made up of parts of Placer, Nevada, and El 

Dorado Counties and the incorporated Town of Truckee, has approximately 

30,000 permanent residents but on holiday weekends our population can swell 

to over 100,000. The region has 33,000 units – mostly single family homes – but 

65% of them are vacant for more than half of the year. This results in a shortfall of 

approximately 12,000 units to serve the local workforce. In our region, housing is 

needed across a wide spectrum of household income levels, ranging from 

extremely low-income to 195% AMI.    

 

We strongly support the goals of SB 5 of creating desperately needed housing 

for hard-working Californians to alleviate poverty, create jobs, and meet our 

statewide environmental goals without affecting school funding. However, we 

respectfully request two amendments that are necessary to ensure the bill’s 

goals are implemented in rural communities of the state facing significant 

affordable housing problems.  

 

We support the bill’s recognition that a rural set-aside is needed to expand 

affordable housing solutions in rural areas without having to compete directly 

with the state’s urban centers. However, the current language, which allocates 

12% of the overall funding to counties with a population of less than 200,000, is 

problematic in two ways: 1) using total county population to determine rural 

areas is too broad and fails to recognize the geographic isolation of some 

communities within counties with populations over 200,000; and 2) dedicating 
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just 12% of overall funding to rural areas is not enough to address the urgent need for affordable 

housing in many rural communities throughout the state.  

 

1. Definition of Rural Areas 

In Placer County, the vast majority of its 386,000 residents live in the urban center of Roseville and 

surrounding suburbs which are separated from the relatively isolated communities in eastern 

Placer County by a nearly 2-hour drive over the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range. Communities in 

eastern Placer County have small populations, geographic isolation, limited employment and 

educational opportunities, and access to fewer public resources compared with communities in 

western parts of the County but yet projects in those areas would not qualify for the rural set-aside 

in SB 5. This is not a problem unique to Placer County. In fact, the majority of census-defined rural 

communities in California are located within metropolitan counties. 

 

We suggest using the California Tax Credit Allocation Committee’s definition of “rural areas” to 

identify areas of the state eligible for the rural set-aside. A county population limit of 200,000 

covers only about 5% of the state’s population and would overlook many rural communities, like 

those in the North Tahoe-Truckee area, who are struggling to gain access to resources necessary 

to address affordable housing issues.  

 

2. Rural Set-aside 

We do not believe a rural set-aside of 12% is reflective of the population and resource needs of 

rural communities throughout the state. In eastern Placer County alone, a draft housing 

investment strategy estimates a total funding need (through 2040) of $232 million to meet low- 

and moderate-income housing needs. Without this rural set-aside, our community and others like 

it would be forced to compete with urban projects with much more technical capacity and scale 

- likely with little to no success.  

 

Therefore, we recommend restoring the rural set-aside to 20% of total funding amounts (as written 

in the introduced version of the bill).  

 

We appreciate your consideration of our comments and would welcome the opportunity to discuss 

our proposed amendments anytime. If you wish to discuss further, please contact the Mountain 

Housing Council’s Advocacy committee coordinator Chris Mertens at 530-582-4800 or 

cmertens@sierrabusiness.org.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Mountain Housing Council of Tahoe-Truckee  

Represented by: 

 

Sean Barclay,  

Tahoe City Public Utility District 

Stacy Caldwell,  

Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation 

Anibal Cordoba Sosa,  

North Tahoe Family Resource Center 

Teresa Crimmens,  

Family Resource Center of Truckee 
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Pat Davison,  

Contractors Association of Truckee Tahoe 

John Falk,  

Tahoe Sierra Board of Realtors 

Steve Frisch,  

Sierra Business Council  

Mike Geary,  

Squaw Valley Public Service District 

Cindy Gustafson,  

North Lake Tahoe Resort Association 

Rob Leri,  

Tahoe Truckee Unified School District 

Jeff Loux,  

Town of Truckee 

Jennifer Merchant,  

Placer County 

Alexis Ollar,  

Mountain Area Preservation 

Ted Owens,  

Tahoe Forest Hospital District 

Alison Schwedner,  

Community Collaborative of Tahoe Truckee 

Kevin Smith,  

Truckee Tahoe Airport District 

Heidi Volhardt Allstead,  

Martis Fund 

 

 

CC:  The Honorable Members of the Senate Housing Committee 

The Honorable Senator Jim Beall 

Erin Riches, Chief Consultant, Senate Housing Committee 
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The Mountain Housing Council of Tahoe Truckee is a collaboration of 29 public agencies, nonprofits,  

and private sector partners, committed to accelerating housing solutions in our region. Advocacy  

positions and priorities represented here reflect the general consensus of the above listed organizations,  

and do not necessarily reflect the position of individual organizations. 
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April 8, 2019 

 

The Honorable Senator Connie Leyva 

State Capitol, Room 4061 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: SB 252 (Leyva) – Income taxation: exclusions: mobilehome park sales. (as 

amended 3/25) – SUPPORT  

 

Dear Senator Leyva: 

 

The Mountain Housing Council of Tahoe-Truckee is very pleased to offer our 

strong support of SB 252, which would incentivize mobilehome park owners to sell 

their park to a qualified purchaser that agrees to preserve the affordability of the 

park. 

 

A project of the Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation, the MHC brings 

together 29 diverse stakeholders; businesses, local governments, community 

groups, special districts, and housing advocates; to take on the unique and 

pressing challenges of achievable local housing in the North Tahoe-Truckee 

region. 

 

The Tahoe-Truckee region, like most of California, is experiencing a severe 

housing crisis due to a continued lack of affordable housing. Mobilehomes 

account for 3% of the total units in the area, just over 1000 units, representing a 

significant portion of the total affordable units in the region. Mobilehomes and 

manufactured homes help alleviate the housing crisis as they can be built 

quickly and are more affordable to lower income and elderly residents. 

However, when a park owner decides to sell the park or convert it to another 

use, residents usually face steep rent hikes or displacement with few, if any, 

options to move – exacerbating existing conditions of overcrowding and 

homelessness.  

 

There are currently no state laws that incentivize mobilehome park owners to sell 

to a successor owner who will commit to keep the park rents affordable and not 

displace existing residents. It is essential to preserve these existing affordable units 

by creating incentives for park owners to maintain affordability. 

 

This bill will create a new tax incentive for privately owned mobilehome parks to 

sell to a residents’ organization, qualified nonprofit organization, or local public 

agency, by reducing the amount of capital gains taxes paid on the gain from 

qualified sale. This measure will help preserve affordable housing in California 

and keep mobilehome communities open and affordable. 
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The Mountain Housing Council would like to commend your leadership and thank you for authoring 

this critically important measure. If you wish to discuss further, please contact the Council’s Advocacy 

committee coordinator Chris Mertens at 530-582-4800 or cmertens@sierrabusiness.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Mountain Housing Council of Tahoe-Truckee  

Represented by: 

 

Sean Barclay,  

Tahoe City Public Utility District 

Stacy Caldwell,  

Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation 

Anibal Cordoba Sosa,  

North Tahoe Family Resource Center 

Teresa Crimmens,  

Family Resource Center of Truckee 

Pat Davison,  

Contractors Association of Truckee Tahoe 

John Falk,  

Tahoe Sierra Board of Realtors 

Steve Frisch,  

Sierra Business Council  

Mike Geary,  

Squaw Valley Public Service District 

Cindy Gustafson,  

North Lake Tahoe Resort Association 

Rob Leri,  

Tahoe Truckee Unified School District 

Jeff Loux,  

Town of Truckee 

Jennifer Merchant,  

Placer County 

Alexis Ollar,  

Mountain Area Preservation 

Ted Owens,  

Tahoe Forest Hospital District 

Alison Schwedner,  

Community Collaborative of Tahoe Truckee 

Kevin Smith,  

Truckee Tahoe Airport District 

Heidi Volhardt Allstead,  

Martis Fund 
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March 27, 2019 

 

The Honorable Assembly Member David Chiu  

Chair, Assembly Committee on Housing and Community Development 

1020 N Street, Room 162 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: AB 1010 (Garcia) – Tribal access to State and community development 

housing programs (as introduced) – SUPPORT  

 

Dear Assembly Member Chiu: 

 

The Mountain Housing Council of Tahoe-Truckee is very pleased to offer our 

strong support of AB 1010 to allow the duly-constituted governing body of an 

Indian reservation or rancheria and a tribally-designated housing entity to 

directly apply to and participate in State affordable housing and community 

development programs. 

 

A project of the Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation, the MHC brings 

together 29 diverse stakeholders; businesses, local governments, community 

groups, special districts, and housing advocates; to take on the unique and 

pressing challenges of achievable local housing in the North Tahoe-Truckee 

region. 

 

The Tahoe-Truckee region and surrounding regions of the Sierra Nevada have 

tribal communities that are not recognized by the federal government, live in 

poverty, and face other challenges. California has the largest Native American 

population and largest number of federally-recognized tribes in the U.S. 

Unfortunately, the rate of tribal poverty is more than twice that of the rest of 

California’s population and one third of tribal residents live below the federal 

poverty rate.   

 

It is essential that California Tribes be able to access State affordable housing 

and community development programs currently operated by the California 

Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) to have an 

opportunity to improve their situation. Tribes are explicitly eligible for some of 

these programs, but the terminology used to refer to tribes is inconsistent and 

confusing while other programs omit tribes as eligible applicants altogether. This 

legislation will make tribes and tribally-designated housing entities eligible 

applicants to participate in nine HCD programs by conforming all of these 

programs to a single terminology and clearly and unambiguously listing tribes 

and tribally-designated housing entities as eligible applicants and recipients of 

program funds. 
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This bill also reconstitutes the California Indian Assistance Program that was housed at HCD for more 

than 20 years to provide ongoing technical assistance and build the capacity of tribes to access and 

use new and existing state housing programs.  

 

The Mountain Housing Council would like to commend your leadership and thank you for authoring 

this critically important measure. If you wish to discuss further, please contact the Council’s Advocacy 

committee coordinator Chris Mertens at 530-582-4800 or cmertens@sierrabusiness.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Mountain Housing Council of Tahoe-Truckee  

Represented by: 

 

Sean Barclay,  

Tahoe City Public Utility District 

Stacy Caldwell,  

Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation 

Anibal Cordoba Sosa,  

North Tahoe Family Resource Center 

Teresa Crimmens,  

Family Resource Center of Truckee 

Pat Davison,  

Contractors Association of Truckee Tahoe 

John Falk,  

Tahoe Sierra Board of Realtors 

Steve Frisch,  

Sierra Business Council  

Mike Geary,  

Squaw Valley Public Service District 

Cindy Gustafson,  

North Lake Tahoe Resort Association 

Rob Leri,  

Tahoe Truckee Unified School District 

Jeff Loux,  

Town of Truckee 

Jennifer Merchant,  

Placer County 

Alexis Ollar,  

Mountain Area Preservation 

Ted Owens,  

Tahoe Forest Hospital District 

Alison Schwedner,  

Community Collaborative of Tahoe Truckee 

Kevin Smith,  

Truckee Tahoe Airport District 

Heidi Volhardt Allstead,  

Martis Fund 

 

 

CC:  The Honorable Members of the Assembly Committee on Housing and Community 

Development 

The Honorable Assembly Member Eduardo Garcia 

Lisa Engel, Chief Consultant, Assembly Committee on Housing and Community Development 

Steve Wertheim, Senior Consultant, Assembly Committee on Housing and Community 

Development 

Despina Demas, Secretary, Assembly Committee on Housing and Community Development 
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April 11, 2019 
 
The Honorable Bill Dodd (Chair) 
Senate Governmental Organization Committee 
State Capitol Building 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
     
 
RE:  SB 669 (Caballero):  Safe Drinking Water Trust - SUPPORT 
 
Dear Senator Dodd, 
 
Our coalition of regional Lake Tahoe water agencies supports SB 669 (Caballero), which would create the 

Safe Drinking Water Trust (Trust) at the state Treasury.  The purpose of the Trust would be to provide a 

durable funding source to help community water systems in disadvantaged communities provide their 

customers with access to safe drinking water. The Trust is a better approach than a statewide water tax.  

There currently exists a funding gap for operation and maintenance (O&M) costs for the treatment of 

drinking water by community water systems in disadvantaged communities.  O&M costs generally 

cannot be financed with existing federal and state safe drinking water funding sources that are available 

for capital costs. In some situations, the consolidation of a failing community water system with one or 

more systems may be the most effective solution. The Safe Drinking Water Trust proposed in SB 669 

would provide a durable funding source to provide financial assistance for replacement water as a short-

term solution, consolidation and ongoing O&M costs. 

The Trust would be funded with an infusion of General Fund dollars during a budget surplus year. With 

the record budget surplus for the 2019-20 Fiscal Year, this is the perfect year to create and fund the 

Trust. The state would invest the Trust’s principal, and the net income from the Trust would be 

transferred on an ongoing basis to a Safe Drinking Water Fund that would be administered by the State 

Water Resources Control Board. 

The Trust is a better approach than a statewide water tax because it is not sound policy to tax a resource 

that is essential to life.  Unlike a regressive water tax and the associated implementation costs at about 



3,000 local water systems, the Trust would not drive up water costs and work against the state’s Human 

Right to Water policy of affordable water. 

 
For the above reasons, we respectfully asks you to vote “Aye” for SB 669.  
 
 

 

 
 

____________________________________ 
Sean Barclay 
General Manager  
Tahoe City Public Utility District   
 

  
____________________________________ 
Mike Geary 
General Manager 
Squaw Valley Public Service District 
 

  
____________________________________ 
Bradley A. Johnson, P.E. 
General Manager/CEO 
North Tahoe Public Utility District 
 

 
____________________________________ 
John A. Thiel, P.E., M.B.A. 
General Manager 
South Tahoe Public Utility District 
 

 
____________________________________ 
Michael Holley 
General Manager 
Truckee Donner Public Utility District 
 

John M. Collins 
_____________________________________ 
John M. Collins 
General Manager 
Alpine Springs County Water District

cc. Senator Anna Cabellero 
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