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SQUAW VALLEY 

PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT 

EXHIBIT G-4 
 6 pages 

 
ADMINISTRATION & OFFICE REPORT 

 
DATE:  June 30, 2020 
 
TO:  District Board Members 
 
FROM:  Jessica Asher, Board Secretary  
 
SUBJECT: Administration & Office Report – Information Only 
 
BACKGROUND: The following is a discussion of office activities and brief status reports 

regarding administration that are not the subject of a separate report. This 
report is formatted to provide new information and recent progress only. 

 
DISCUSSION: Notice of Proposed Rates for Fiscal Years 2018-2022 

Staff coordinated the mailing of 1,403 notices to all property owners of record of 
the proposed rates for water, sewer and garbage service.  See a copy attached.   

 
Preparations for Utility Annual Billing 
During early June, a trial billing was performed to assure accuracy and mitigate 
potential problems. Mailing of annual utility bills for the 1,012 accounts is 
scheduled for July 1st.  

 
Form 470 Officeholder and Candidate Campaign Statement 
The California Political Reform Act required candidates/officeholders who do not 
have a campaign committee and do not anticipate receiving or spending $2,000 or 
more during the calendar year to file a Form 470. The County is in the process of 
moving towards paperless filing and we recommended using the online filing 
system. Instructions should have been sent to you directly from the Elections 
Office. If you have questions, we can try to answer them or find an answer, and if 
needed we can work with you to file via hard copy. The deadline to file is July 31, 
2020.  
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Legislative Letter Re: H.R. 7073 the “Special Districts Provide Essential Services 
Act”. 
Mike Geary drafted and signed a letter of support, prepared by the California 
Special District’s Association (CSDA), requesting that the Coronavirus Relief Fund 
include smaller local governments and agencies, e.g. special districts; requested 
special districts be considered “eligible issuers” of the Federal Reserve Board’s 
Municipal Liquidity Facility (MLF); and defines “special district” as a “political 
subdivision, formed pursuant to general law or special act of a State, for the 
purpose of performing one or more governmental or proprietary functions.”  

 
ATTACHMENTS:  2019-2021 Prop 218 Rate Notice; Legislative Letter Re: H.R. 7073 
 
DATE PREPARED:   June 22, 2020 



SQUAW VALLEY PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT 
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNERS & CUSTOMERS OF PROPOSED DRAFT WATER/SEWER/GARBAGE RATES & 

CHARGES ADOPTED AS OF APRIL 2017 
 

In April of 2017 you were notified of proposed rate increases for the time period of 2017-2022. As we approach 

our annual review of rates, this notice is a reminder of those PROPOSED changes to water, sewer, and/or 

garbage rates and charges for each property owner of record and to those tenants of real property who are 

liable to pay the District's rates and charges for utility services.  
 

The rates published here have changed since you were notified in April of 2017 and are the same or less. For FY 

2020-21, in response to the financial impacts and uncertainty facing our customers as triggered by the COVID-19 

Pandemic, the Board of Directors directed there be no increase to sewer rates (instead of the scheduled 5%).  

Water rates are proposed to increase by 2.43% to keep pace with inflation (instead of scheduled 4%). Garbage 

rates are proposed to increase by 3% (as scheduled).  
 

The PROPOSED rates will become effective July 1, 2020, if adopted. Subsequent years would also implement 

new rates on July 1st. Please call the District offices at 530-583-4692, Monday through Friday, between the hours 

of 8 AM-12 PM and 1-5 PM with any questions regarding this notice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why are rate adjustments necessary? 
 

The District completed a comprehensive water and sewer rate study to determine the necessary revenue 

adjustments, and subsequent water and sewer rates, to adequately fund each utility’s infrastructure needs, 
programs, and operations and maintenance costs of the water and sewer utility.  Based on this study, proposed 

rates have been developed to enable the District to: 

• Recover projected costs of operations and maintenance and capital infrastructure improvements needed 

to maintain and repair the water and sewer systems; 

• Maintain the operational and financial stability of the utilities; and 

• Avoid operational deficits and depletion of reserves. 

The proposed rates are calculated to recover the costs of providing water and sewer services and 

proportionately allocate those costs on a customer basis among the various customer classes served by the 

District. The Board of Directors, after the close of the public hearing on June 30th, 2020, will establish rates for FY 

2020/21, which rates and charges will not exceed the proposed increase set forth herein. 



Proposed Rates 

The proposed maximum water and sewer rates for the District, and the effective dates for the implementation of 
the rates, are shown in the tables below.   

Water Rates  

 FY 2021 

July 1, 2020 

FY 2022 

July 1, 2021 

Fixed Charge – $/Acct or LU/Year   

Residential (SFR) $1,035.36  $1,076.78  

Condo/Apt./Duplex/2nd Unit (MFR) $501.91  $521.98  

Commercial / Commercial Irrigation   

5/8" $850.37  $884.39  

3/4" 927.94  965.06  

1" 1,035.36  1,076.78  

1 1/2" 2,079.68  2,162.86  

2" 3,317.93  3,450.65  

3" 6,230.08  6,479.28  

4" 10,392.41  10,808.11  

6" 20,787.81  21,619.32  

Consumption Charge – $/1,000 gal   

Residential (SFR)   

0 – 120,000 $5.03 $5.23  

120,000  - 220,000 10.23  10.64  

220,000 – 280,000 16.01  16.65  

280 + 35.44  36.86  

Condo/Apt./Duplex/2nd Unit (MFR) $8.72  $9.07  

Commercial $6.67  $6.94  

Commercial Irrigation $12.09  $12.57  

Sewer Rates 

 FY 2021 FY 2022 

Fixed Charge – $/Acct or LU/Year   

Residential (SFR) $679.60  $713.60  

Condo/Apt./Duplex/2nd Unit (MFR) $534.70  $561.45  

Commercial $1,203.10  $1,263.25  

Residential – Pool / Spa $887.90  $932.30  

Consumption Charge - $/1,000 gal   

Commercial >75,000 gallons $16.05  $16.85  

 

 Garbage Rates 

 FY 2021 FY 2022 

 Residential only, rounded to whole 

dollar 

$277 $285 
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SQUAW VALLEY 

PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT 

 
June 8, 2020 
 
 
The Honorable Tom McClintock 
United States House of Representatives  
2312 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable Kamala Harris 
United States Senate 
112 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

 
The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senate 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

 
 

 
 
Dear Congressman McClintock, Senator Feinstein and Senator Harris, 
 
The Squaw Valley Public Service District respectfully urges you to support H.R. 7073, the Special 
Districts Provide Essential Services Act, which would bring much-needed relief resources to special 
districts in our community, throughout California, and across the nation.  
 
As a provider of water, sewer, garbage and emergency services to 1,200 residents in Olympic Valley, 
California, proportional access to federal relief resources would help our district confront COVID-19 and 
overcome related unbudgeted expenses and revenue losses. Access to capital as our state and nation 
struggle with an economic downturn and unprecedented unemployment situation will be key for 
continuing operations unhindered, restoring our local economy, and preparing for the next disaster.  
 
COVID-19 has brought significant challenges to our community and our District. Our District has 
already encountered many obstacles, including an increase in cost of necessary supplies for our 
Operations and Fire Departments. We have had to split up our operations crews in order to make sure 
that the District can still serve the community even if part of our staff catches the virus, which will 
significantly impact the number of projects we will be able to complete in our community.  We also 
anticipate a reduction in water consumption revenue since tourism has decreased.  In addition, it is 
unknown how this pandemic will affect project costs, but it appears likely that they will increase.  
 
H.R. 7073 would help the Squaw Valley Public Service District meet the challenges of COVID-19 by: 
 
 Allowing special districts access to the Coronavirus Relief Fund. Under the bill, states would 

be required to allocate no less than 5 percent of future Coronavirus Relief Fund disbursements to 
special districts. Doing so remedies deep concerns and uncertainty surrounding special districts’ 
future access to much-needed assistance for unforeseen COVID-19-related expenditures and 
revenue loss. Even with the Fund’s allocation under the CARES Act, many states have not yet 
released their portion of the Fund to local governments, including here in California. Designating 
special districts as eligible for the Fund would greatly assist districts in their attempts to both recoup 
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revenue losses and backfill the increase in expenditures many have experienced due to a variety of 
pandemic-related expenses (PPE, etc.), which totals an estimated $250 million through May 5 for 
California’s special districts. 
 

 Permitting special districts to be considered “eligible issuers” of the Federal Reserve 
Board’s Municipal Liquidity Facility (MLF). The Federal Reserve established the MLF and was 
authorized to establish an MLF program. States, territories, tribes, cities with a population greater 
250,000 and counties with a population greater than 500,000 have access to the Fed’s tool to 
purchase bonds and revenue anticipation notes. Despite special districts’ authority to issue these 
notes, they are not considered “eligible issuers” under the CARES Act. H.R. 7073 expands the 
Fed’s authorization to purchase these notes to include all special districts as “eligible issuers” for 
MLF.  

 
 Defines “special district”. Currently, a federal definition for “special district” does not exist. The bill 

would establish the term as a “political subdivision, formed pursuant to general law or special act of 
a State, for the purpose of performing one or more governmental or proprietary functions.’’ 

 
As Congress continues to negotiate next steps for COVID-19 relief for state and local governments, the 
Squaw Valley Public Service District not only asks for your support on this bill in the U.S. House but 
also its provisions’ inclusion in the Senate’s version of a state and local relief bill. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support of California’s families and communities. Our district stands ready 
to partner with you in our continued efforts to deliver essential services to California residents. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mike Geary, PE 
General Manager 
Squaw Valley Public Service District 
 
 
 
CC: 
 
California Special Districts Association 
[via advocacy@csda.net] 
 


