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SQUAW VALLEY 

PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT 

FIRE DEPARTMENT TYPE 3 APPARATUS PURCHASE
 
 

DATE:  October 18, 2016 
 

TO:  Squaw Valley Public Service District Board 
 

FROM:  Pete Bansen, Fire Chief 
 

SUBJECT: Type 3 Apparatus Purchase 
 
   

BACKGROUND:   Some months ago, the Board directed the Fire Department staff to resume 
work on the acquisition of an additional Type 3 engine.  Our current Type 3 
engine is a 1999 model and, while it has exceeded its anticipated operational life 
according to the Apparatus Replacement Plan, it continues to provide good 
service and would be moved into a secondary role.  The new piece of equipment 
will be used first out and for “out of county” responses, leaving the older rig to 
allow us to maintain operational capability within our service area during fire 
season - an improvement in the level of service provided to our community. 

 
DISCUSSION:  The Fire Department staff has investigated the Type 3 engines available from a 

variety of vendors and we believe it would be advantageous to buy a unit that is 
identical to those currently in service with CalFIRE - the Model 34.  When we 
respond as part of a State OES strike team, the mechanical support is typically 
provided by CalFIRE using their employees or hired mechanics who work on their 
apparatus.  The CalFIRE Model 34 specification is both well-suited to our needs 
and validated: CalFIRE has gone to the trouble of working out all the bugs.  An 
engine that is totally familiar to the mechanic and for which he has a parts 
inventory is advantageous from an operational and fiscal perspective. 

 
 The Fire Department staff solicited pricing from three manufacturers and 

recommends purchasing from HME/Ahrens-Fox, the vendor that built the most 
recent lots of CalFIRE Model 34 engines.  The pricing is in accordance with the 
State of California contract for these apparatus.  Staff also requested pricing 
from Rosenbauer and Kovatch Mobile Equipment - those prices were identical or 
slightly higher than the price received from HME/Ahrens-Fox. Given the parity in 
pricing, purchasing the HME/Ahrens-Fox unit that is identical to the CalFire fleet 
is recommended. 
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ALTERNATIVES:  1. Purchase the apparatus from another vendor. 

     2. Delay the purchase. 
 

FISCAL/RESOURCE IMPACTS:  The replacement of this unit was included in the budget 
approved for the current fiscal year.  The proposed total cost is $344,450 plus 
tax.  $350,000 was budgeted, so a budget amendment will be required because 
sales tax will bring the total to about $19,423 more than the budgeted amount. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends acceptance of the HME/Ahrens-Fox proposal. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  HME/Ahrens-Fox proposal - 4 pages. 
 
DATE PREPARED: October 18, 2016 
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