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T he District continues to get complaints from Placer Coun-

ty Environmental Health and 

neighbors about the free public 

garbage dumpsters located at 1810 

Squaw Valley Road.  All of the 

complaints we receive are about 

folks leaving garbage on the 

ground or dumpsters being left 

open.  Placer County Environmen-

tal Health has issued the District a 

warning letter because the District, 

as the property owner, is responsi-

ble for the trash scattered around 

the dumpsters.  We spend a signifi-

cant amount of taxpayer money to 

police and clean up the area.   

The problem is simple to solve 

with a little cooperation.  First, the 

dumpsters are intended strictly for 

household garbage and not con-

struction debris, yard cleanup, or 

other items such as furniture or 

dog statues.  If we can minimize 

the abuse and use  the bins for their 

intended purpose, there is plenty of 

capacity and no need to leave trash 

on the ground.  All rubbish other 

than household trash must be taken 

to the landfill site on Cabin Creek 

Road.  Secondly, the bins must be 

closed and latched after each use.  

If they are left unsecured, animals 

will get in and scatter the trash.  

With cooperation, we will continue 

to have this great service available.  

If people choose not to act respon-

sibly when using the dumpsters, 

then the service is at risk of going 

the way of the great wooly mam-

moth. 

THE GREAT WOOLY MAMMOTH 

Brian has extensive engineering education and hands-on 

experience in both chemical and mechanical systems. He 

is also experienced in pharmaceutical water systems and 

water chemistry/microbiology. He has held executive 

leadership positions in both large corporate pharmaceuti-

cal and start-up biotech firms. 
 
Twice a citizen, Brian served in the U.S. Navy Reserve 

for 32 years. An engineering Duty Officer, he achieved 

the two-star flag rank of Rear Admiral, USN.   
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District Office 
& 

Maintenance  
530/583-4692  

 
 

FAX:   
530/583-6228  

 
 

Web site: 
www.svpsd.org  

 
Physical Address: 

305  
Squaw Valley  

Road  
 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 2026 
Olympic Valley, 
California 96146 

 
Fire 

Department:  
530/583-6111   

 
FAX:   

530/583-0624   
 

Web site:  
www.svpsd.org/

fire 

T he Board of Directors of the Squaw Valley Public Service District wishes 

to convey its sincere appreciation for the 

years of exemplary and dedicated service 

that John Moberly has 

provided to the Dis-

trict, the Squaw Valley 

community and ser-

vice at the state and 

county level. John was 

appointed to the office 

of Director on Decem-

ber 16, 1999, and 

served continuously as 

a Director until De-

cember 21, 2010.   
 
During John’s tenure on the Board, water 

production was reduced by 30% while 

bringing on line more than 300 new units. 

He was the driving force in the restructure 

of the water and sewer rates.  John was 

very conscientious in approving new de-

velopment in the valley, including Phase II 

of the Resort at Squaw Creek. He had the 

vision and foresight to design and build 

the new District Administrative Center & 

Fire Station to meet the future growth and 

needs of the Squaw Valley community. 
 
His experience as a volunteer firefighter 

led him to champion  

improvements in the 

level of service provided 

by the District, including 

Advanced Life Support, 

increased staffing and 

equitable wages.  

 

The District’s newest 

Director, Brian T. 

Sheehan, Ph.D., P.E., 

was sworn into office on December 21, 

2010, along with incumbent Dale Cox.   

 

Brian is a recently retired technical execu-

tive from the pharmaceutical corporate 

sector. He has a B.Ch.E and M.Ch.E in 

Chemical Engineering from Cornell Uni-

versity. His Ph.D is in Biochemical Engi-

neering from the University of Wisconsin. 

He holds active Professional Engineering 

licenses in California and Ohio. 
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 CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

BRRR...IT’S COLD OUT THERE 
 

E very winter many of our customers find themselves without water be-cause of frozen water pipes.  This winter has started off with a bang and 

already there have been numerous homes in the valley with frozen pipes that 

burst, causing extensive damage.  
 
If you are not going to be occupying your home for an extended period of 

time, make sure you have a water shut off valve installed in your home and 

use it when you leave. Ideally, water should also be drained from pipes so as to avoid 

damage if freezing does occur. This may save you from the significant expense and dam-

age to your home a broken pipe will cause you. Visit our website, www.svpsd.org to view 

some more tips on home winterization. 
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SQUAW VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENTSQUAW VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENTSQUAW VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENTSQUAW VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT    

RADIO SYSTEM 
UPGRADES 

Thanks to a regional approach 
and a grant from the FEMA 
Assistance to Firefighters 
program, the radio system that 
firefighters in the area use for 
dispatch and other emergency 
communications has undergone 
significant improvement in the last 
year.  Mountaintop repeater sites 
for the CalFire dispatch network 
have been added at several sites 
around Lake Tahoe and repeaters 
for a new, repeated tactical 
channel were added at Mt. Pluto 
and Snow Valley.  In addition, our 
radio systems have been brought 
into compliance with new FCC 
bandwidth requirements well 
ahead of the 2012 deadline. 
 

MONTHLY COMMUNITY 
CPR CLASSES OFFERED 
Squaw Valley Fire Department 
offers a community CPR class 
each month - usually the 3rd 
Wednesday at 6pm.  The $30 fee 
includes your book and CPR card.   
 

SQUAW VALLEY FIRE 
LEADS LOCAL EFFORTS 
IN CHILD SAFETY 
Even though we’re a small 
department, Squaw Valley Fire 
has proven to be a major 
influence in child passenger safety 
in the North Tahoe/Truckee 
region.  We have four NHTSA 
certified Child Passenger Safety 
Technicians and perform 
hundreds of car seat fittings 
annually.  Chief Pete Bansen 
teaches a module of the Tahoe 
Forest Hospital pre-natal class 
each month, as well as teaching 
part of the Nevada County “Baby 
and Me” program.  Most gratifying 
are the contacts with young 
parents and their babies and small 
children who so appreciate the 
effort and commitment of our 
District and staff in this important 
endeavor. 

Winter Survival Tips 
 

With a record snowfall, great skiing and a seemingly abundant water supply 
stored up for next summer, the winter of 2010-11 looks like a return to an old-
time conditions in Squaw Valley.  With that thought in mind, we turned to some 
of the valley old-timers for a selection of their ‘personal best’ winter survival 
tips: 
 

� Remove snow and frost from your car before driving! 
This seems pretty obvious, but it’s a rare morning that you won’t see someone 
driving out of the valley peering through a clear spot on the windshield the size 
of a slice of bread.  A minute or less with a scraper or a few minutes of warm-
up would do a lot for their safety, not to mention other drivers and pedestrians.  
Allow a few extra minutes on snowy or cold mornings to get the defroster fired 
up so you can see where you’re going and what you’re about to hit. 
 
Nothing says “I’ve been to Tahoe” to the folks in the Financial District like a 
huge cupcake of snow on the roof of your car, but that’s hardly worth the panic 
when it slides down and blocks the windshield while merging onto 101.  North 
Tahoe Fire just totaled a vehicle when it was hit from behind while stopped by a 
driver who had an impressive load of snow on the roof, which slid onto the hood  
as he approached the intersection.  Fortunately, no one was hurt. 
 

� Ski in bounds! 
The recent death of a young woman at Alpine Meadows serves as a grim 
reminder of the dangers of going beyond the ski area boundaries, yet every 
winter folks duck under the rope in search of a fresh line.  Most come back, 
some are found in time and a few are not.  Do all of the prospective searchers a 
favor and stay in-bounds.  Backcountry skiing is great, but that’s another topic. 
 

� Prepare your car - and your attitude - for winter driving 
While four wheel (or all-wheel) drive helps you go in the snow, tires are what 
allow you to steer and stop.  ‘All-season’ tires are summer tires in Tahoe; in the 
winter, locals use either studded or studless snow tires.  Carry chains and know 
how to put them on: there isn’t always an installer around when you need one.  
Keep a scraper in your car all the time - scraping the windshield with a Visa card 
just isn’t as effective.  Keep a shovel in your car and a blanket or two just in 
case you get so stuck that the shovel is ineffective.   AAA is a great resource, 
but frequently it takes a while for them to get to you and make it clear that 
you’re in the Squaw Valley near Lake Tahoe, not the one near Fresno! 
 
Safe winter driving is all about attitude - take it slow; accelerate and brake 
much more gradually than you would on dry pavement and above all, allow 
extra time to get places; everything takes longer in challenging weather. 
 

� Adopt the fire hydrant closest to your house 
Our Utility and Fire Department staffs are diligent about digging out hydrants 
after each storm, but we greatly appreciate your help in this effort.  Adopt the 
hydrant closest to your home and keep it dug out in case it is needed! 
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T he good news is 
that as a re-
sult of prop-
erty value re-
assessments 
by Placer 

County, the taxpayers of the Dis-
trict saved $1.3 million dollars in 
property taxes in fiscal year 2010-
2011. The bad news is that as a 
result of those reassessments, the 
District lost $351,000 or 10.5% of 
our property tax revenue. This 

loss directly impacts our annual 
operating budget.  Tom Miller, 
Placer County Chief Executive Of-
ficer, recently stated at a meeting  
that the County is anticipating an-
other four percent decline in as-
sessed values county wide this 
year.  If he is right, and there is no 
reason to believe he is not, this 
will be the third year of declining 
revenue and an additional 
$119,000 tax loss to the District’s 
operating budget.  The District has 
worked hard to maintain service 

while reducing expenses, but the 
new Board of Directors will be 
faced with tough decisions as they 
move forward with adopting the 
new budget in June.  If you would 
like to provide input to this process 
you can write the District or attend 
the Board of Directors meetings.  
The meetings are held on the last 
Tuesday of the month starting at 
8:30a.m. in the Community Meet-
ing Room at 305 Squaw Valley 
Road. 

TAXPAYERS SAVE ON PROPERTY TAXES 

M any of our customers have water uses on their 
property that pose a risk to the potable water 

supply. The most common examples are: automated 
irrigation systems, hydronic heating and glycol 
charged fire sprinkler systems. If the water supply 
suffers a pressure loss due to fire flow or a broken 
water main, any of these non-potable liquids could 
enter the water supply through back-
siphoning. Persons with premises that 
have these connections are required to 
install a backflow prevention device in 
order to prevent back-siphoning or 
back pressure from contaminating the 
water supply.   
 
State law and the District Water Code 
require that the backflow devices be 
installed and tested when they are 
placed in service, and annually thereafter. Irrigation 
systems that are disconnected in the fall to prevent 
freezing, must be tested upon re-connection each 
spring. This test ensures the device is operating 
properly so it will do its job when called upon. 
 
The District sends out reminders each spring about 
May 1st or 15th, depending upon snow pack, giving 
the customer 30 days to return the test certification. 
This helps to remind those with irrigation systems the 
annual test is due and it helps the District save on 
administrative costs by grouping all devices into the 
same test cycle. If the District does not receive the  
test certification by the end of June, a notice of non-
compliance is issued per the Water Code giving the 

customer two weeks to have the device tested. 
As mentioned above, the District is bound by Code to 
ensure the devices are tested.  If the District has not 
received the certification after issuing the required 
notices, the process of service disconnection must 
be implemented. The District will issue a certified let-
ter with a copy to the Placer County Health Depart-

ment notifying the customer that they 
have 10 days to provide the test certifi-
cate or suffer the cost of disconnection 
and re-connection, presently about 
$100. On the 10th day, the District will 
attempt to phone the customer and we 
will place a 48 hour disconnect notice on 
the door; after which we will have no 
choice but to shut off the water to the 
premises. If the schedule is adhered to, 
the drop dead date should be August 

1st, at the very latest. 
 
If you have a connection like those mentioned above 
and are not receiving a notice or if you do not know if 
you have the proper device installed, please call our 
office; your water service may pose a serious health 
risk.  If everyone with a backflow device has it tested 
on time, it would help immensely to reduce our com-
pliance costs, which is reflected in your rates.  So 
please keep our water supply safe and be responsi-
ble, have the proper device installed and keep it 
working properly.  For additional information, please 
contact our Inspector, John O’Neal. 

PROTECTING THE WATER SUPPLY 


