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W ater in this area is a 
precious commodity and 

the District feels strongly that 
conservation measures must be 
set to save water in every way 
possible.  Consequently, finding 
that it is in the public’s best 
interest to have a water 
conservation program and to 
promote the health, welfare, and 

safety of the people of Squaw 
Valley, the Board of Directors 
passed a revision in 2007 to the 
District’s Water Code, Division 3, 
Section 3.23 concerning water 
conservation.   
 
Contained in this water 
conservation program is a section 
on irrigation water conservation 

which states that a dedicated 
landscape meter shall be required 
for any customer using more than 
280,000 gallons per year for two 
(2) consecutive years.   
 
Installing a landscape meter 
requires a retrofit of your water 
service at the meter box and it 
may be quite costly.   

T he question was recently asked “ Why is water is 
so expensive?” This is an impossible question to 

answer in less than two volumes.  But here are 
some of the considerations: 
 

• Groundwater supply: A new well costs 
approximately $1 million to develop, plus the 
cost of maintenance and replacement.  We 
have four wells. 

• Legal expenses: To protect and maintain 
water rights. 

• Treatment: Our water has to be treated to 
adjust the pH. This includes special facilities 
and the addition of chemicals. 

• Electric power: To pump the water from the 
aquifer up the hill to the tanks. 

• Pipelines: The District owns, maintains and 
replaces, as necessary, 16 miles of pipelines. 

• Storage tanks: The District owns 3 storage 
tanks with a capacity of 1,780,000 gallons at 
a capital cost of about $1.50 per gallon. 

• Staff time: To operate the system, read 
meters, make repairs and training. 

• Administration expenses:  Includes staff, 
billing and equipment. 

• Compliance with federal and state 
regulations: Includes testing and complying 
with environmental laws. 

WHY IS WATER SO EXPENSIVE? 

Board Passes Water Conservation Code 
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District Office 
& 

Maintenance  
530/583-4692  

 
 

FAX:   
530/583-6228  

 
 

Web site: 
www.svpsd.org  

 
Physical Address: 

305  
Squaw Valley  

Road  
 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 2026 
Olympic Valley, 
California 96146 

 
Fire 

Department:  
530/583-6111   

 
FAX:   

530/583-0624   
 

E-MAIL:  
fire@svpsd.org 

“Water Conservation is a  
Moral Obligation” 

Creek-Aquifer 

Interaction Study 

Underway 

 

I n a continuing 
effort to 
understand the 

water supply in 
Squaw Valley, 

the District has 
applied for and 
received another 
grant in the 

amount of $220,000 from the 
California Department of Water 
Resources.  These funds will be used 
to conduct a  study to determine if 
pumping of our municipal wells 
impacts flows in Squaw Creek and if it 
does, how much.  The study will also 
evaluate how much water the 
trapezoidal channel artificially drains 
away from the wells and shallow 
aquifer.   
 

With cooperation from PlumpJack, 
Squaw Valley USA, and the Poulsen 
Land Company,  District consultant 
Derrik Williams, of HydroMetrics, has 
begun the first phase of this study by 
installing new monitoring wells and 
equipment to gather groundwater data.  
The study will require a second phase 
to analyze the data.  It is hoped the 
study will be completed in 2011. The 
results of this study will be used to 
better manage this precious natural 
resource. 

S ome people have expressed a concern 
that pumping water from the aquifer 

may be harming Squaw Creek.  It has 
actually been stated that the creek is being 
pumped dry.  While there is no proof of 
such a claim, the District is concerned 
about any impact that pumping may have 
on the creek.  It should be noted, the 
District only pumps the water demanded 
by our customers. Therefore, if you are 
concerned about the creek, you may want 
to lower your demand on the water supply. 
This can be done most readily by reducing 
irrigation since most of the water pumped 
in the critical summer months goes to 
irrigation. Water demand can also be 

reduced by simple adjustments in our 
consumptions such as: 
• Scrape dishes before loading in          

dishwasher rather than rinsing. 
• Time your showers. Most people find 

four minutes is adequate. 
• Turn off the water when brushing 

teeth. 
• Stop using the garbage disposal. 
• Never leave the water running to keep 

it from freezing. 
• Turn off and drain your water system 

when leaving the house for extended 
periods. 

• Adjust your irrigation to run only three 
days a week. 

• Don’t irrigate the native vegetation or 
hard surfaces such as driveways and 
patios. 

• Wash only full loads of dishes and 
clothes. 

Saving Water May Help  

Protect Squaw Creek  

It should be noted that the District only 

pumps the water demanded by our 

customers. 
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NEW PERSONNEL! 
Firefighter-Paramedic Jeff Geigle 

is our newest full-time employee.  
Jeff lives in Truckee and worked 

for South Placer Fire Department 

before joining our Department.  
Jeff grew up in Pennsylvania and 

for a time was employed as an 
“ethical hacker” testing the 

security of computer networks. 
 

The Fire Department also has a 
number of new part-time 

employees.  They are: 
Randy Gates, Scott Moder, David 

Reese and Brian Sipe.   
 

Two of our existing part-timers - 
Kurt Gooding and Jake Pers - 

have completed paramedic 
training at Northern California 

Training Institute.  And our final 
part-time stalwart, the reliable 

and dedicated Chris Arnold, is a 

banquet captain at the Resort at 
Squaw Creek.  

 

DONATED EQUIPMENT 

HELPS SMALLER TOWNS 
When Squaw Valley Fire 

Department buys a new Hurst 
Rescue Tool, self-contained 

breathing apparatus or other 

durable equipment, our Board of 
Directors frequently authorizes the 

Fire Chief to find a smaller 
community that could use our old 

(but still serviceable) equipment. 
 

In the past several years, we have 
donated self-contained breathing 

apparatus to the Long Valley and 
Sierra City Fire Departments and a 

Hurst Rescue Tool to the Sierra 
Valley Fire Protection District.  

Other communities around the 
state are protected by our veteran 

engines. 
 

The donation of this equipment 
makes a huge difference to the 

level of service available to the 

residents of these smaller, rural 
communities and is always greatly 

appreciated by their firefighters! 

Carbon Monoxide Fatalities Show Need for Awareness 
 
The deaths of three young women this winter in Squaw Valley were a tragic reminder of 

the importance of knowledge and awareness of carbon monoxide (CO).  It’s ironic that 
this tragedy took place in our community, because we have taken such aggressive steps 

to prevent CO poisoning: Squaw Valley, for example, is the only jurisdiction in this region 
that has a local ordinance requiring carbon monoxide detectors in homes.  To back up 

our regulation, we gave out several thousand CO detectors funded by a FEMA grant.   
 

Is there a need for greater awareness of the risks of carbon monoxide poisoning?  Sadly, 
yes.  Here’s a quick review of the causes and effects of carbon monoxide.   

 
In nearly every situation where combustion is present, so is carbon monoxide.  Vehicles 

are powered by internal combustion engines, but when the exhaust leaves the cylinders, 
the products of combustion (including carbon monoxide) are vented to the atmosphere.  

This usually isn’t a problem, but when the exhaust is trapped beneath the vehicle, it can 
be pulled into the passenger compartment by the heater and build up to toxic levels 

quickly.  Since CO is odorless, colorless and tasteless, victims aren’t aware that they are 

being exposed to it.  Car exhaust can be 7,000 parts per million carbon monoxide, a 
concentration which can cause death in less than 20 minutes.  Keep in mind that CO is 

also produced by gas-fired furnaces, water heaters, woodstoves and propane or charcoal 
barbecues - any appliance, system or process that uses combustion. 
 
Early symptoms include headache, dizziness and nausea - symptoms that mimic the flu.  

Any rapid onset of flu-like symptoms in a group of people should always prompt 
consideration that carbon monoxide poisoning is the culprit.  Victims may feel confused, 

lethargic and sleepy.  If these symptoms are present, move everyone to fresh air and call 
911 immediately.  The Fire Department has gas detection and monitoring capability that 

is invaluable in determining if CO is present and in what concentration. 

Pick Out Your Favorite Hydrant for Adoption 
 

The just-in-time, pre-Christmas dump has been awfully good for skiing, but it 

presents some challenges for firefighters when our small red partners in fire 
suppression vanish into the drifted or plowed snow along the roads.  It is a 

tremendous help when residents (even part-timers!) “adopt” the fire hydrant 
closest to their home and help keep it free of snow.  The water purveyors and 

Fire Department work diligently to shovel out the hydrants after each storm, 

but we would be delighted with your generous assistance! 
 

When digging out a hydrant, please keep in mind that we need at least 24” 
clearance in all directions from the center of the hydrant - see the diagram 

below for an ideal job! 

STREET 

24” 
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Our water system technically 
violated a drinking water standard 
in November 2008 in Pressure 
Zone II. Pressure Zone II supplies 
the Resort at Squaw Creek and 
some of the Homesites at Squaw 
Creek. Although this incident was 
attributed to operator error and 
was not an emergency, as our 
customers, you have the right to 
know what happened and what 
was done to correct the situation. 
 
What Happened? What was 
done? 
 
We routinely monitor for drinking 
water contaminants in the water 
system. In November 2008, we 
collected nine samples from our 
water system to test for the 
presence of coliform bacteria.  
Two of these samples showed the 
presence of coliform bacteria. The 
standard is that no more than one 
sample per month show the 
presence of coliform bacteria. 
 
A routine bacteriological sample 
collected from Pressure Zone II of 
our domestic water system on 
November 4, 2008, was found to 
contain coliform bacteria. Routine 
flushing of the distribution system 
prior to November 4th may have 
contributed to the problem by 
stirring up sediments in the 
distribution piping and, as it turns 
out, the sample location was not 
properly purged. We collected 
three additional samples on 
November 7th. One of the 
additional samples was pulled 
from the Resort's internally treated 
water supply system, and this 
sample showed the presence of 
coliform bacteria.  After receiving 
the failed sample results, the 
water system in Pressure Zone II 

was inspected and flushed on 
November 8th. Three more 
samples were taken on November 
10th, none of which showed the 
presence of coliform bacteria. A 
follow up incident investigation 
confirmed that the sample location 
utilized on November 7th was also 
not properly purged and was not 
representative of the overall 
distribution system. No coliform 
bacteria have been detected from 
samples taken in Pressure Zones 
I or III. 

 
In order to prevent this situation 
from happening again, a 
dedicated sample site was 
installed at the Resort at Squaw 
Creek along with follow up training 
of our operators. 
 
What Does This Mean? 
 
This is not an emergency. If it 
were, you would have been 
notified immediately. Coliform 
bacteria are generally not harmful 
themselves. Coliforms are 
bacteria which are naturally 
present in the environment and 
are used as an indicator that 
other, potentially harmful bacteria 
may be present. Coliforms were 
found in more samples than  
allowed and this was a warning of 
potential problems. 
 

 
Usually, coliform bacteria are a  
signal that there may be a 
problem with our supply, storage, 
or distribution systems. Whenever 
we detect coliform bacteria in any 
sample, we do follow-up testing to 
see if other bacteria of greater 
concern, such as fecal coliform E. 
coli, are present. We did not find 
any of these bacteria in our  
subsequent testing, and further 
testing shows that this problem 
has been resolved.  
 
What Should You Do? 
 
You do not need to boil your 
water or take other corrective 
actions. However, if you have 
specific health concerns, consult 
your doctor.  
 
People with severely 
compromised immune systems, 
infants, and some elderly may be 
at increased risk. These people 
should seek advice from their 
health care providers about 
drinking water. General guidelines 
on ways to lessen the risk of 
infection by microbes are available 
from EPS's Safe Drinking Water 
Hotline at 1 (800) 426-4791. 
 
For more information, please 
contact Jesse McGraw at  
583-4692. 
 
This notice is being provided to 
you by the Squaw Valley Public 
Service District in compliance with 
the California Domestic Water 
Quality and Monitoring 
Regulations as a means of 
keeping the public informed. 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR DRINKING WATER 
 

Este informe contiene información muy importante sobre su aqua potable. 
Tradúzcalo o hable con alguien que lo bien. 

Tests Showed Coliform Bacteria in the 
Squaw Valley Public Service District's Water System 


