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T he Squaw Valley Public 
Service District has 

important information for you 
about irrigation and water 
conservation that could have 
benefits to your operations, 
maintenance responsibilities, and 
your water bill. In 2007 the Water 
& Sewer Committee, in 
conjunction with public input, 

spent nearly eight months drafting the new regulations 
which were adopted by the Board of Directors. A copy of 
these regulations can be obtained at the District Office. 
 
Highlights include: 
 
• Voluntary Odd-Even Designated Irrigation Encouraged. 

On Mondays, the District encourages no irrigation, for 
any purpose other than for fire safety measures, in 
Stage 1 (Normal Conditions).  Properties with even 
number street addresses are encouraged to irrigate on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays; and properties  
with odd number street addresses are encouraged to  
irrigate on Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays. Hand-
watering is permitted at will.  

 
• Pressure regulators are required on all irrigation 

systems with a separate domestic/landscape irrigation 
meter. 

 
• New & existing commercial landscaping shall 

conform to current state regulations.  
 
• Automatic irrigation systems shall not irrigate in one 

irrigation zone more than two hours in a 24-hour 
period. No outdoor irrigation is permitted between 10 
AM and 5 PM.  

 
• District customers with automatic irrigation systems 

are encouraged to operate and maintain such systems 
as intended by the manufacturer's recommendations, 
and comply with odd-even irrigation requirements. 

 
• Drought resistance landscapes, native plants, 

groundcovers or naturalized plants are strongly 
encouraged. Drip irrigation or low-flow irrigation 
systems in new landscape areas shall be required. 
Installation of large turf areas, and/or unused turf 
areas shall be discouraged. A reference publication is 
available for free from the District's library. 

E ach year as we prepare our 
budget it seems California is 

facing an unprecedented financial 
disaster.  In February 2009, the 
legislature and the Governor 
approved a budget eliminating a 
$40 billion deficit.  Since then, a 
new $23 billion deficit has grown 
in its place. This latest deficit is 
the result of poor projecting on 
the part of the state, over 
spending, and the taxpayers 
overwhelmingly rejecting tax 
measures in the May 2009 special 
election, thereby sending a clear 
message to the lawmakers that 
they do not want to see any new 
taxes and they want to see the 
spending brought under control.  
This may well be a case of “be 

careful what you ask for.”  

Since the failure of the special 
election initiatives, Sacramento is 
again looking at property taxes 
from local government as part of 
the fix.  Any taxes shifted to the 

State would be in the form of a 
borrowing from special districts 
and would be required to be 
repaid within three years.  But 
that would not prevent the State 

from paying us back in three 
years and turning right around 
and borrowing again, creating a 
six-year deficit for this District.  
Such a long term borrowing 
could be significant to our 
operation since a majority of our 
operating funds come from 
property taxes.  

In the short term, the District is 
prepared to offset any loan to the 
State by borrowing from our own 
reserves, but in the long term we 
need those reserves for 
replacement of our infrastructure. 
So any long term borrowing that 
occurs may impact our ability to 
maintain the level of service our 
customers have become 
accustomed to.  Any reduced 
level of service would likely 
come in the form of customer 
service, deferred maintenance on 
the infrastructure, and 
replacement of assets.   It is 
nearly impossible to project how 
much may be borrowed since it is 
only a draft proposal at this time 
and the devil is in the final 
language. This uncertainty will 
last until the state finally decides 
to make the hard decisions 
necessary to correct its spending 
problem. 
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District Office 
& 

Maintenance  
530/583-4692  

 
 

FAX:   
530/583-6228  

 
 

Web site: 
www.svpsd.org  

 
Physical Address: 

305  
Squaw Valley  

Road  
 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 2026 
Olympic Valley, 
California 96146 

 
Fire 

Department:  
530/583-6111   

 
FAX:   

530/583-0624   
 

E-MAIL:  
fire@svpsd.org 

P aul and Alice 
Arthur have a 

beautifully 
landscaped yard 
with perennial 
flowers, a beautiful 
lawn, rock gardens 
and a water feature 
full of plants and 
fish.  The Arthurs 
have maintained this 
beautiful 
landscaping and the 
appeal of their 
property while 
reducing their water 
consumption by over 
67%! In the year 
2000, they used 
629,000 gallons of water for domestic and 
irrigation use.  The last three years they 
have averaged just 204,000 gallons per year. 
 
The District sat down and talked with the 
Arthurs about how they reduced their water 
consumption and how you can do it too. 
 
What inspired you to take the initiative to 

reduce your water consumption? 

We felt that the aquifer is in danger of being 

depleted with so many 
straws in the "pot", so 
we needed to do our 
part.  Also the cost 
factor of keeping our 
entire lawn was 
prohibitive. 
 
What did you do to 

reduce your water 

usage? 
We removed two large 
lawn areas and reduced 
watering to three days 
a week.   
We replaced the lawn 
with xeriscape plants 
such as dogwood, 
mountain asters, mogu 
pines, thimble berry, 

and lots of cedar chips.  
 
How this has impacted your lifestyle? 

Our landscape is just as beautiful with the 
lower water use plants and even more 
diversified.  We also appreciate the dollar 
savings by reducing the water usage.   
 
The Arthurs have graciously offered to 
show the community their garden. Just give 
them a call at 583-1302. 

District Utility Fleet Goes Green 
 

T he California Air Quality Board (CARB) enacted legislation in 2004 that requires all 
mobile diesel engines greater than 50 horsepower be upgraded or replaced by December 

31, 2009. Effective January 2007, the Governor signed legislation requiring public owned 
fleets in California to upgrade or replace older on-road heavy duty diesel power vehicles. 
 
What this means to the District is that we have had to replace our older vehicles to meet these 
standards. We replaced the 1987 International dump truck in 2007, the 1996 Stewart and 
Stevenson snow blower in 2008 and with the replacement of the 1991 CamelJet sewer cleaner 
scheduled for delivery in July 2009, the District will be in full compliance with air quality 
regulations. 
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Insurers Concerned with Wildland Fire Risk  
 
In the last few months, a number of Squaw Valley homeowners have received 

startling news from the company that writes their homeowner’s insurance 
policy - they’ve been cancelled.  Even with policyholders of 40 years who have 

had no claims (or only minor ones), insurers are seeking to minimize their risk 

of losses due to wildfire by cancelling (or not renewing) policies in areas they 
deem to be ‘at risk’ of a wildland fire. 

 
As we’re all aware, living in the mountains (or just about anywhere in 

California) always comes with some risk of wildland fire; it seems unlikely that 
insurers would just be figuring this out.  In the Lake Tahoe area, the tipping 

point seems to have been the Angora Fire which destroyed over 250 homes 

near South Lake Tahoe in 2007.  In any event, a number of companies which 
have insured homes in Squaw Valley seem to have lost their appetite for doing 

so. 
 

The good news is that our aggressive defensible space program - now in place 

for more than twenty years - seems to be just the sort of reassurance that can 
allow an insurer to reconsider such a decision.  Squaw Valley Fire Department 

is unique in that we inspect every property every year for compliance with 
California’s defensible space laws.  We have found that when we provide 

insurers with details about this program, that the property that they are 
proposing to cancel has been inspected again and again and that the property 

owners have brought it into compliance with the defensible space standards, 

chances are good that the insurer will elect to continue to insure the property.  
This approach has been successful with several companies (which is not to say 

that it will be successful with all…) who had sent the property owner a notice of 
impending non-renewal. 

 

For the Fire Department staff, this strongly reinforces the value of our efforts in 
inspecting for and enforcing California’s defensible space laws.  There is no 

other department in this region that has a defensible space inspection program.  
The other critical aspect of our program is that knowledgeable and cooperative 

homeowners understand and support our efforts - by working together, we 
have not only made the community safer from the risk of wildfire, we have a 

credible and persuasive response to insurers who would like to minimize their 

risk wherever possible. 
 

If you receive a notice of non-renewal from your homeowners insurer: 
• Waste no time in letting Squaw Valley Fire Department know that you have 

received such a notice - we can help document the fact that your property 
should be considered a very acceptable risk by your insurer. 

• If the notice does not provide details, ask the insurer to document why 

your property has been selected for this action.  If there is an inspection 
report, ask for a copy of it.  We have found that some of the inspections 

used by insurers to determine that the property doesn’t meet “Wildfire 

Hazard underwriting guidelines” are simply inaccurate. 
• Don’t panic - there are other insurers who will welcome your business. 

SPOT FIRES 

 
Dispatch Moves to 
CalFire Grass Valley ECC 
On June 1, Squaw Valley Fire 

Department moved the operation 

of our 911 dispatch from the  
Placer County Sheriff’s Office to 

the CalFire Emergency Command 
Center at Grass Valley.  Our Fire 

Department had been with Placer 
County since the mid-1980’s - 

literally the birth of the 911 
system.  The move to Grass Valley 

will place all of the fire and EMS 
agencies in the region - local 

government, state and federal -
under one roof, with attendant 

improvements in coordination and 
emergency response.   

 
The change will be completely 

seamless to someone dialing 911 
for an emergency - our 

ambulances and air ambulances 

were already dispatched by Grass 
Valley - but the change will 

improve coordination between 
agencies and will allow Squaw 

Valley’s firefighters to provide a 
higher level of service to our 

community. 
 

Congratulations! 
...to Firefighter-Paramedic Hans 
Walde and his new wife Kasi, 

married on the shore of Lake 
Tahoe on June 27th!   

 
...to Paul Bansen (Fire Chief Pete 

Bansen’s son) who graduated 
from Truckee High School on June 

6th. 
 

...to former part-time Firefighter 
Scott Moder, who has been hired 

as a full-time Firefighter by the 
Rumsey Rancheria Fire 

Department. 
 

...and to State Fire Marshal Kate 
Dargan (who is a part-time Squaw 

Valley resident) on her retirement! 
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DISTRICT ADOPTS  IRRIGATION 

METER REQUIREMENTS  
 

T he District adopted a revision to the Water 
Code that requires a dedicated irrigation 

meter to be installed with all new construction on 
empty lots and by any customer using more than 
280,000 gallons per year for two consecutive 
years. This was done in an effort to curtail water 
wastage through 
irrigation and to help 
promote water 
conservation. 
 
Some other tips for 
conservation of irrigation 
water usage are as follows: 
 
• Water early in the morning or late afternoon. 

• Adjust your sprinkler to water your lawn 
ONLY. The sidewalk, street and native 
vegetation don't need it! 

• Check your sprinkler system for leaks and 
keep sprinkler heads in good condition. 

• Choose low water use and native or adapted 
plants for our regional weather. 

• Spread a layer of mulch around plants to 
retain moisture and save water. 

 
For more information regarding the irrigation 
meter requirement, please contact the District 
office. 

CATCH 22:  Save Water  

and Rates Increase? 
 

T he question has been raised, "I 
saved water and now my rates 

are increasing. What's up with 
that?" Here is the answer:  A large 
portion of the revenue used to 

operate the water system comes from 
the sale of water.  This past year, water 
consumption was down 10%, thereby reducing 
the revenue by a like amount.  But if that isn't 
bad enough, property values in Squaw Valley--
the whole country for that matter--are down, so 
the property tax revenue we receive has been 
negatively impacted also.  The bottom line is 
that the rate increase this year is a result of 
decreasing revenues, not increasing costs. 
 
The operating budget that was just adopted is 
actually less than the previous year's budget.  
Because we were able to reduce our operating 
expenses, we were able to minimize the rate 
increase.  In April we sent out a notice that 
water rates could increase by as much as 10%.  
But through close examination of our budget, 
we were able to reduce costs and minimize the 
rate increase to only 4% without impacting the 
level of service we provide to you, our 
customers. 

District Welcomes New Sewer Cleaner 
 

T he District’s aging and non compliant sewer cleaner is being replaced this summer 
with a modern combination vacuum/cleaning truck.  The new truck will provide 

increased capabilities of hydro-excavation of both water and sewer pipelines and 
vacuum removal of debris from sewer lines.  The new truck will increase the overall 
efficiency of sewer cleaning and increase safety by lowering worker exposure. The 
truck will also be used for de-watering excavations, which will help to contain 
sediments that could reach Squaw Creek.  The long awaited addition to the utility fleet, 
pictured  to the left, will be delivered in July 2009. 

NEW WEBSITE FEATURE SHOWS 

DAILY AQUIFER LEVELS 

 

T he District is proud to have added a 
new graph to its website. This graph 

shows the groundwater levels for the 
current and previous years in relationship to 
the bottom of Squaw Creek.  The graph is 
updated daily. Please check it out at 
www.svpsd.org. 


