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SQUAW VALLEY 

PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT 

ENGINEERING REPORT
 

DATE:  March 27, 2018 

TO:  District Board Members 

FROM:  Dave Hunt, District Engineer 

SUBJECT: Engineering Report – Information Only 

BACKGROUND:  The following is a discussion of District Engineer activities and brief status 
reports regarding specific projects that are not the subject of a separate report.  
This report is formatted to provide new information and recent progress only. 

  Meetings 

• SVPSD Board Meeting 

• Water & Sewer Committee Meeting 

• Monthly Planning Meeting - staff 

• General Manager – District Engineer – weekly 

• PlumpJack Well Phase 2 Design Meetings – staff, FWE 

• PlumpJack Well Project Schedule Meeting – Staff, Placer County, Developer 

• Truckee River Siphon Replacement Permitting Meeting – Stantec 

• Truckee River Siphon Replacement Nesting Bird Survey – Stantec 

• Truckee River Siphon Replacement Design Meetings – FWE  

• FY18/19 Budget Preparation Meetings – several, staff 

• TCPUD Tahoe Forest Tract Agreement Amendments – staff, TCPUD  

• TSIRWM Grant Meeting - staff 

• New Staff Training – several, Junior Engineer 
 

Projects 

• Truckee River Siphon Replacement Project 

• PlumpJack Squaw Valley Inn – Well, Development Agreement 

• PlumpJack Squaw Valley Inn – Improvement Plan Review 

• Granite Chief “A” Line Sewer Replacement Project 

• Sanitary Sewer Manhole Inspection and Condition Assessment Project 

• Resort at Squaw Creek Phase 2A Improvements Plan Review 

• Water and Sewer Standard Details and Technical Specifications Update 

• Various SFR and Remodel Plan Reviews 
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Truckee River Siphon – District staff is working with Stantec and Farr West Engineering on the 
permitting and design of the Truckee River Siphon Replacement Project.  Currently, we are at 
the 95% design level, making plan and specification updates as required based on agency 
meetings and environmental permitting conditions.  The District has received plan review 
comments from Caltrans and TTSA, and updated the plans based on those comments.  Staff 
also met with the USFS to discuss tree the Special Use Permit and receiving a Notice to Proceed 
for the project.  Farr West also provided a 100% construction cost estimate of $1.4 million.  It is 
expected that the project will publicly bid in April/May 2018, with an estimated construction 
start date of July 1, 2018.  Construction is anticipated to be complete by October 31, 2018. 

PlumpJack Well – The District was informed by the developer that construction of their project 
is being delayed by one year, until 2019.  This was due to the high costs of construction for the 
hotel component of the project.  It was the District’s intent to design and construct the 
wellhouse in parallel with the developers construction schedule.  Based on this delay, staff has 
met internally, with the developer, and with Placer County staff to determine the best way to 
move forward with the wellhouse.  The County staff subsequently met with the developer to 
assess the required actions to move forward with a revised project (in the form of partially or 
completely eliminating the hotel rooms and replacing them with condominiums).  The County 
has indicated that the developer would likely have to return to the Design Review Committee, 
and maybe have to issue a minor addendum to their CEQA document based on a change in the 
project description.  The County would also likely require the developer to incorporate the 
District’s well house into the Design Review resubmittal process.  Originally, the District was 
going to go through Design Review independently of the Developer.  Based on the information 
known at the time of this report, there are a number of reasons that lead the District into 
waiting until 2019 to construct the new well house.  These include: 

• The District would be able to work under the PlumpJack entitlements and permits, 
eliminating the need for the District to perform a separate CEQA analysis specifically for 
the well house. 

• The District would save budget as the developer would bear the responsibility of 
completing County Conditions of Approval and CEQA mitigation measures. 

• Waiting for the water line relocation required by the developer, the District would not 
have to reconnect to the new water main after its completion. 

• The District would not have to go through Design Review independently of the overall 
project. 

• There would be potential cost savings if the developer’s contractor is the low bidder for 
the District’s wellhouse since they would already be mobilized to the site.  Also, this 
would eliminate the potential confusion of having two contractors working on the same 
site. 
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There are only a couple of potential benefits of constructing the well house in 2018.  These 
include: 

• Reducing the risk of increased construction costs due to inflation. 

• Not relying on the developers schedule with the risk being if the project is delayed even 
further out than 2019. 

The District will meet with the developer within the next week to further vet out these issues.   

 
DATE PREPARED:  March 20, 2018 
 


