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SQUAW VALLEY 

PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT 

Water Conservation Restrictions 
 
 
DATE:    May 31, 2016 
 

TO:    District Board Members 
 

FROM:   Brandon Burks, Operations Superintendent 
 

SUBJECT:  Water Conservation Restrictions 
     

 
BACKGROUND: After a record dry year in 2013, Governor Brown declared a Drought State of 

Emergency on January 17, 2014 directing state officials to take all necessary 
actions to prepare for drought conditions and urging a 20% reduction in water 
use. The California Department of Water Resources approved an emergency 
regulation to ensure water conservation on July 29, 2014.  The District 
implemented Stage II Water Conservation Restrictions on August 26, 2014.  

   
  The State of California experienced another record dry year in 2014. On April 1, 

2015 Governor Brown issued a new Executive Order that directed the State 
Water Board to impose restrictions on urban water suppliers to achieve a 
statewide 25% reduction in potable urban usage through February 2016. On May 
5, 2015 the California Department of Water Resources approved an emergency 
regulation to ensure water conservation. Smaller water suppliers (serving fewer 
than 3,000 connections) were required to reduce water use by 25 percent or 
restrict outdoor irrigation to no more than two days per week.  

   
  The District extended Stage II water conservation restrictions and implemented 

Emergency Irrigation Regulations on May 29, 2015 and extended those measures 
on October 27, 2015. The District restricted outdoor irrigation to no more than 
two days per week and met its goal and conserved over 25 percent in 2015 in 
comparison to 2013.  

 
  The State of California experienced an average precipitation year in 2015. On 

May 18, 2016 the State Water Board adopted an emergency regulation that 
modified the existing regulations and removed the mandatory restrictions on 
non‐urban water suppliers and recommended continued conservation. The new 
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regulation also laid out a plan to move forward in the coming months, with new 
restrictions on wastage of water that will be in place at all times. 

 
DISCUSSION:  District Water Code Chapter 1‐Division III contains the Water Conservation 

Program and conservation provisions (copy attached). Stage I of the Water 
Conservation Program would keep the District in compliance with all State 
requirements and recommended continued conservation efforts. As the State 
finalizes its restrictions on wastage of water, District staff will recommend 
changes and additions to the District Water Code.  

 
  Olympic Valley received above average precipitation in the winter of 2015‐2016.  

The aquifer has refilled. Continued education along with the restrictions and 
recommendations in the Stage I of the Water Conservation Program should 
maintain an adequate supply of water in the aquifer for the coming year.  
 

ALTERNATIVES:             Do not renew Stage II water conservation restrictions and do not 
extend the Emergency Irrigation Regulations. Implement Stage I 
water conservation restrictions. 

 Renew Stage II water conservation restrictions and extend the 
Emergency Irrigation Regulations. 

 

FISCAL/RESOURCE IMPACTS:   Minimal impact on staff and cost to post notice with media is 
less than $1,000 impact to the operations budget.  

 

RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the Board of Directors not renew the Stage II water 
conservation restrictions and not extend the Emergency Irrigation Regulations. 
The District would revert to Stage I water conservation restrictions. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:      State Water Board Regulation Fact Sheet 

 District Water Code sections 3.19 to 3.23 
 

DATE PREPARED:  May 19, 2016 



 
 

 

 

Technical Fact Sheet 

Staff Proposal for Extended Emergency 

Regulation for Urban Water Conservation 

 

Summary 

Winter 2016 saw improved hydrologic conditions in parts of California.  More rain and snow 
fell in Northern California as compared to Central and Southern California; yet, due to 
California’s water conveyance systems, concerns over supply reliability have eased even in 
urban Southern California.  Consequently, the mandatory demand-driven conservation 
standards in place over the last ten months should be adjusted.  However, conservation 
standards are still needed in case this winter was a short reprieve in a longer drought.   
 
Proposed changes to the drought emergency water conservation regulation would allow 
suppliers to define an individualized conservation standard based on their unique water 
supply and demand conditions.  Each water supplier would be required to evaluate its supply 
portfolio and self-certify the accuracy of its information; the State Water Board would assign 
each supplier a mandatory conservation standard equal to the percentage deficiency the 
supplier identifies in its supply under certain specified assumptions.   Additionally, certain 
statewide requirements on small suppliers and businesses would be lifted. The new 
conservation standards would take effect for June 2016 and remain in effect until the 
end of January 2017. 

 

Background 

In his April 1, 2015 Executive Order, Governor Brown mandated a 25 percent water use 
reduction by users of urban water supplies across California. In May 2015, the State Water 
Board adopted an emergency regulation requiring an immediate 25 percent reduction in 
overall potable urban water use. The May 2015 Emergency Regulation uses a sliding scale 
for setting conservation standards, so that communities that have already reduced their  
residential gallons per capita per day (R-GPCD) through past conservation have lower 
mandates than those that have not made such gains since the last major drought.  
Conservation tiers for urban water suppliers were set between eight percent and 36 percent, 
based on residential per capita water use for the months of July - September 2014.  
 
On Feb. 2, 2016, based on Governor Brown’s November 2015 Executive Order, the State 
Water Board approved an updated and extended emergency regulation that continued 
mandatory reductions through October. The February 2016 Emergency Regulation 

responded to calls for continuing the conservation structure that has spurred savings, while 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/drought/docs/040115_executive_order.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/2015/rs2015_0032.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/docs/11.13.15_EO_B-36-15.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/docs/rs2016_0007_with%20adopted%20regs.pdf
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providing greater consideration of some localized factors that influence water needs around 
the state: climate differences, population growth and significant investments in new local, 
drought-resilient water supplies such as potable wastewater reuse and desalination. Under 
the proposed extended regulation, many water suppliers have somewhat lower water 
conservation standards, although statewide water conservation is expected to continue at 
high levels.   

On May 9, 2016, Governor Brown issued a new Executive Order directing actions aimed at 
using water wisely, reducing water waste, and improving water use efficiency. The Executive 
Order, in part, directs the State Water Board to extend the emergency regulations for urban 
water conservation through the end of January 2017. 

Proposed Emergency Regulation - Key Provisions  

The proposed Emergency Regulation would replace the state-developed standards with 
locally-developed conservation standards based upon each agency’s specific circumstances.  
The proposed regulation would require individual urban water suppliers to self-certify the 
level of available water supplies they have assuming three additional dry years, and the level 
of conservation necessary to assure adequate supply over that time.  Suppliers that would 
face a shortage after a third dry year would be required to comply with a conservation 
standard equal to the amount of that shortage. Water supply reliability after the 2018-19 
winter would be calculated as follows: 

 The supply projection for the next three years would be based on current supply 
conditions plus an assumed three-year hydrology mirroring the 2012-13, 2013-14, and 
2014-15 water years. (A water year runs from October 1 through September 30).    

 Demand over that same period would be based on each supplier’s average total 
potable water production for 2013 and 2014. 

 Suppliers would factor into their calculations all of their water sources that are capable 
of being treated to potable standard during the three-year projected period.   

 Supplier’s conservation standards would be calculated as a percentage and rounded 
to the nearest whole percentage point. 

 Suppliers would self-certify accuracy of their conclusions and provide their analysis 
and supporting data.  The State Water Board would post information provided by 
suppliers on its website and assign each supplier, as a mandatory conservation 
standard, reductions equal to the supplier’s projected percentage deficiency in supply 
at the end of the third dry year.   

 Wholesale water suppliers would be required to make projections about how much 
water they would deliver to retail water suppliers under the three-dry-years scenario.  
 

Suppliers that do not submit a water reliability certification and supporting information would 
retain their current conservation standard in almost all cases. 
 

Questions and Answers about the Water Supply Reliability Self-Certifications: 
 

Q: Is recycled water included as a source of supply? 
A: Recycled water for purple pipe systems is not a potable supply and is not included in 
the baseline. Advanced-treated recycled water for indirect potable reuse (e.g., 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/docs/5.9.16_Executive_Order.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/docs/factsheet/proposed_emergency_reg060916.pdf
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groundwater augmentation or surface water augmentation) is included as a source of 
supply. 
 
Q: Does a source of supply projected to come online in the next three years count? 
A: Yes. The source and the amount of water it would produce must be documented, and 
can be applied only after the projected start date of the new supply. 
 
Q: Do the adjustments that took effect in March 2016 still apply? 
A: No, the entire conservation May 2015 emergency regulation tier system, including the 
adjustments that took effect in March 2016, would be superseded for suppliers that use 
the new water supply reliability self-certification method. The prior conservation 
standards, including the credits/adjustments, would only continue to apply if a supplier 
does not participate in the new self-certification system. There is one exception - the 
reserved four percent conservation standard, which was based on certain areas of the 
state not experiencing drought conditions, would no longer apply, as the new structure 
addresses local supply conditions more directly.  
 
Q: If a supplier provides untreated water to some of its customers, does that water 
count as a source of supply? 
A: If that untreated water could be treated and used for potable drinking water purposes, 
then that water would count as a source of potential supply.   
 
Q: Why is demand based on 2013 and 2014? 
A: 2013 and 2014 had drought conditions and residents were asked to step up and 
conserve, but no mandatory conservation standards were in place. Demand is not 
expected to remain at 2015 levels in the absence of a 25% conservation mandate. 
 
Q: Why is the new approach based upon hypothetical conditions in 2019? 
A: Suppliers need to assess their water supply reserves for the possibility the drought 
continues for another three years. (This would not be unprecedented given the hydrologic 
record and Australia’s recent drought experience). Conservation during the next nine 
months would leave more water in the ground and in reservoirs, creating a buffer against 
the possibility of a prolonged drought and the shortages some suppliers would face in that 
eventuality.  Security for major urban centers requires planning beyond a single year, and 
using three more challenging years gives an appropriate measure of conservatism. 
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The table below shows two examples for how the new conservation standards would be 
calculated under the proposed regulation.  

   Potable Water Production in Calendar Year 2013 40 thousand acre-feet 

   Potable Water Production in Calendar Year 2014 30 thousand acre-feet 

   Total Potable Water Demand

   = ([40 thousand acre-feet ] + [30 thousand acre-feet ]) / 2

 Example Calculations of Urban Water Supplier's Conservation Standard

Step 1: Determine Total Potable Water Demand (used in Step 3)

Supply Reliability for Three Additional Years of Drought

35 thousand acre-feet 
 

 

   Potable Water Supply Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

        Local Surface Water (thousand acre-feet) 10 9 8

        Imported Water (thousand acre-feet) 9 8 8

        Groundwater (thousand acre-feet) 15 17 20

   Total Potable Water Supply (thousand acre-feet)

   = [Local Surface Water] + [Imported Water] + [Groundwater]

        Total Potable Water Demand (from Step 1) 35 thousand acre-feet 

        Total Potable Water Supply in Year 3 (from Step 2) 36 thousand acre-feet 

   Supply Shortfall in Year 3 (negative amount indicates a surplus)

   = [35 thousand acre feet] - [36 thousand acre feet] -1 thousand acre-feet 

Conservation Standard with Self-Certification of Supply Reliability 0%

 [Shortfall in Year 3] / [Total Potable Water Demand]*

  * There is no shortfall in Year 3, the conservation standard is 0%.

Step 3: Calculate Conservation Standard

Example Calculation 1: Sufficient Supply 

Step 2: Calculate Total Potable Water Supply

34 3634

 
  

   Potable Water Supply Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

        Local Surface Water (thousand acre-feet) 10 9 8

        Imported Water (thousand acre-feet) 10 9 8

        Groundwater (thousand acre-feet) 20 18 16

   Total Potable Water Supply (thousand acre-feet)

   = [Local Surface Water] + [Imported Water] + [Groundwater]

        Total Potable Water Demand (from Step 1) 35 thousand acre-feet 

        Total Potable Water Supply in Year 3 (from Step 2) 32 thousand acre-feet 

   Supply Shortfall in Year 3 (negative amount indicates a surplus)

   = [35 thousand acre feet] - [32 thousand acre feet] 3 thousand acre-feet 

Conservation Standard with Self-Certification of Supply Reliability

 [Shortfall in Year 3] / [Total Potable Water Demand] = [3] / [35 thousand acre feet]

32

Step 3: Calculate Conservation Standard

0.09   or   9%

Example Calculation 2: Insufficient Supply 

Step 2: Calculate Total Potable Water Supply

40 36
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Most of the other existing regulation requirements remain unchanged, except as noted 
below. The proposed emergency regulation:   

 Lifts the prior conservation requirements for small suppliers but maintains the 
current one-time report; however, it now occurs in December 2016 instead of this 
September.  Small suppliers are encouraged to maintain conservation measures.  

 Lifts the prior statewide requirements for commercial properties pertaining to 
drinking water and laundered towels and linens. Eating and drinking establishments 
and the hospitality industry are encouraged to maintain appropriate conservation 
measures.  

 Requires self-supplied commercial, institutional, and industrial entities to target 
conservation at a level equal to the conservation standard required of the nearest 
urban water supplier.  

 

End-User Requirements 

Aside from the statewide requirements for commercial properties pertaining to drinking water 
and laundered towels and linens, the proposed Emergency Regulation maintains the current 
prohibitions on potable urban water use.  
Continued prohibitions include: 
 

 Irrigating with potable water of ornamental turf on public street medians;  

 Irrigating with potable water outside of newly-constructed homes and buildings not in 
accordance with emergency regulations or other requirements established in the 
California Building Standards Code; 

 Using potable water to wash sidewalks and driveways;  

 Allowing runoff when irrigating with potable water;  

 Using hoses with no shutoff nozzles to wash cars;  

 Using potable water in decorative water features that do not recirculate the water; and 

 Irrigating outdoors during and within 48 hours following measureable rainfall.   
 
In addition, the regulation retains penalties for homeowners’ associations or community 
service organizations that block, stifle, or threaten homeowners from reducing or eliminating 
the watering of vegetation or lawns during a declared drought emergency in violation of 
existing law. 
 
Californians are urged to ensure existing trees remain healthy and do not present a public 
safety hazard. Trees and other non-turf vegetation within street medians may continue to be 
watered. Information on how to maintain trees while reducing outdoor water use is available 
at: www.saveourwater.com/trees. 

 

Compliance Assessment 

The State Water Board will continue to assess compliance with self-certified conservation 
standards, or with existing conservation standards for those suppliers that do not self-certify, 
using the suppliers’ monthly reported data. Each month, State Water Board staff will 
reassess compliance based on the supplier’s water savings.  For suppliers that do not self-

http://www.saveourwater.com/trees
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certify, compliance will be measured on a cumulative basis; the supplier’s conservation 
savings are added together from one month to the next and compared to the amount of water 
used during the same months in 2013. The State Water Board will continue to work with 
water suppliers along the way that are not meeting their targets to implement actions to get 
them back on track. The State Water Board will continue to use informational orders to 
request information from suppliers not meeting their conservation standards and, as 
appropriate, conservation orders that direct specific actions to correct non-compliance. 
 
The alternative compliance process the State Water Board identified in Resolution No.  
2015-0032 would remain available and current orders will be reviewed. 

  

Prior Stakeholder Involvement 

In addition to numerous meetings with stakeholders, the State Water Board conducted 
a public workshop on April 20, 2016, and used the input it received from that workshop and 
other available stakeholder input, along with insights gained since the February 2016 
Emergency Regulation was adopted, to develop a proposed regulation adjusting the 
statewide conservation requirements. The State Water Board received input from more than 
130 stakeholders - including water suppliers, local government, businesses, individuals, and 
non-governmental organizations.  

 

What’s Next?  

The Board has set a formal comment period that will conclude just prior to the State Water 
Board’s consideration of adoption of the proposed Emergency Regulation at its May 18, 
2016, public meeting. During this formal notice period, all comments must be received by 
12 noon on Monday, May 16, 2016, and will not be accepted after that time. However, 
submitting comments by the close of business on Friday May 13 is recommended to 
provide the State Water Board Members more time to consider your input. Send 
submittals via e-mail to the Clerk to the State Water Board at 
commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov. Please indicate in the subject line, “May 18, 2016 
BOARD MEETING (Conservation Extended Emergency Regulation).”  All received 
comments will be provided to the Board Members and posted on the State Water Board’s 
webpage.  The Board will issue formal Notice of Proposed Rulemaking pursuant to the 
requirements of the Government Code on or about May 13.  
 
 (This fact sheet was last updated May 9, 2016) 

mailto:commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/emergency_regulation.shtml
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WATER CODE 
CHAPTER 1 – DIVISION III  

 
Water Conservation Program and Conservation Provisions 

 
 

Section 3.19 Water Bleeds 
 
No water bleeds shall be operated by any person for the purpose of freeze prevention without 
written permission of the District. Water wasted in this manner will be estimated and charged for at 
the rate set by the Board of Directors. 
 
Section 3.20 Wastage of Water [Amended by Ord. 2007-01] 
 
No person and/or consumer shall cause or permit any water furnished to his property by the 
District to waste water for any purpose contrary to any provision of this Code, or in quantities in 
excess of the use permitted by the conservation stage in effect pursuant to Section 3.23. All 
District customers are encouraged to report to the District all signs or indications of water leaks 
or water waste. The District may, after two warnings by certified mail or personal service, 
disconnect the service to any property and/or consumer for failure to comply with the foregoing rule. 
 Such service shall be restored only upon payment of the current turn-on charge in effect at the time 
the water is disconnected, plus any assessed fine as specified in Section 3.23.5.  The amount of 
water wasted in this manner will be estimated and charged at the rates set by the Board of 
Directors from time to time. 
 
Section 3.21 Water Conservation Devices - Area of Installation 
 
Water conservation requirements concerning installation of devices in new and existing facilities 
shall apply to all areas within the Squaw Valley Public Service District boundaries. [Amended by Ord. 
99-01] 
 
Section 3.22 Installation Requirements for Water Conservation Devices 
 
Requirements for installation in all existing facilities are contained herein.  New construction shall 
conform to these requirements where applicable. 
 
A.  Requirements for New Water Use.  All new single-family, multi-family, commercial, industrial 
and public uses shall be equipped with approved water-saving shower heads, water saving 
aerators on kitchen sinks and lavatories, water saving toilets, shower flow control valves, and 
pressure reducing valves when such a device is required to maintain 60 psi or less within the 
system. 
 
B.  Insulation of Water Pipes in New Construction.  All hot water pipes installed within any new 
construction shall be insulated to minimum Placer County Building Department standards unless 
said water pipes are contained within interior walls. 
 
C.  Requirements for Existing Water Uses.  All existing single-family, multi-family, commercial, 
industrial and public uses shall be modified so as to be equipped with approved water saving 
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shower head inserts, and water saving toilets or water closet reservoir devices as required by the 
latest edition of the Uniform Plumbing Code.  [Amended by Ord. 01-04] 

 
Section 3.23 Water Conservation [Added by Ord. 01-04; entire section replaced by Ord. 2007-01]  
 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, and in accordance with Division 1, Chapter 3.5 of the 
California Water Code, the District finds that a Water Conservation Program is in the public’s best 
interest, will serve a public purpose, and will promote the health, welfare, and safety of the people of 
Squaw Valley. The District shall strive to educate water users regarding the benefits of water 
conservation and will notify customers of high usage rates or when water leaks are suspected.  In 
addition to the provisions contained in the Sections above, all District customers shall adhere to the 
following water conservation measures at all times. 
 
  3.23.1  Irrigation Conservation.  
 
 1.  The Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance mandated by the State of California 
includes a Maximum Applied Water Allowance (MAWA) for any given parcel of land, based on 
evapotranspiration rates, by region. Appendix A hereto specifies the Maximum Water Allowance 
Calculation applied to properties located within District boundaries and is incorporated herein by 
reference. This calculation is used by the District in establishing rate blocks and water usage 
rates. 
 
 
 2. District shall establish an increasing block rate structure that encourages efficient 
water uses, and sends a strong price signal to those who waste water based upon the 
provisions set forth in 3.23.1.1, above. 
 
 3. A dedicated landscape meter shall be required on all new construction on vacant 
lots. A dedicated meter shall be required on the installation of any new irrigation system. 
 
  Any customer using more than 280,000 gallons per year for two (2) consecutive 
years shall be required to install a dedicated landscape meter. 
 
 4. Pressure regulators shall be required on all irrigation systems and set not to exceed 
60 psi. 
 
 5. Commercial landscaping, both new and existing, shall conform to Chapter 2.7, 
Sections 490 through 495, of Division 2, Title 23, of the California Code of Regulations. 
 
 3.23.2 Stage 1 (Normal Conditions)  
 
During Stage 1 (Normal Conditions), all District customers (residential, commercial, non-profit, and 
public agencies) shall not waste water in any fashion or in violation of Section 3.20, and shall abide 
by the following irrigation restrictions: 
Note: “Normal Conditions” should be defined. 
 
 a. Voluntary Odd-Even Designated Irrigation Encouraged.  The District encourages no 

irrigation, for any purpose, other than for fire safety measures, on Mondays in Stage 1 
(Normal Conditions).  Properties with street addresses ending with even numbers are 
encouraged to irrigate on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.  Properties with street 
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addresses ending with odd numbers are encouraged to irrigate on Wednesdays, 
Fridays and Sundays.  Hand watering is permitted at will. These restrictions shall be 
mandatory in Stage 2 (Significant Water Shortage) and Stage 3 (Critical Water 
Emergency). 

 
  i. Automatic Irrigation Systems shall not irrigate in one irrigation zone more than two 

(2) hours in any 24-hour period, unless the method of irrigation or irrigation system is 
exclusively by drip or other low-flow irrigation system. No outdoor irrigation will be 
permitted during the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

 
   District customers with automatic irrigation systems are encouraged to operate and 

maintain such systems as intended by the manufacturer's recommendations and 
comply with odd-even irrigation requirements. 

 
  ii. Drought Resistant Landscapes. The District strongly encourages the use of 

drought resistant plants, native plants, groundcovers, or naturalized plants. Drip 
irrigation or low-flow irrigation systems in new landscape areas shall be required. 
 Installation of large turf areas, and/or unused turf areas shall be discouraged. 

 
  iii. New Landscape Exemption.  An exemption from the provisions of section 

3.23.2a.1., above, shall exist under Stage 1 for newly installed landscaping, as 
follows: lawns, trees and shrubs shall be exempt for a period of: 60 days from date 
of installation; bedding plants (including vegetable/herb gardens) shall be exempt for 
a period of: 15 days from date of planting. The property owner, or his/her designee, 
shall apply to the District for a written exemption. 

 
b.  Excess Flow. District customers shall not allow water to flow over the ground surface, or 

from sprinklers, onto impervious surfaces or adjacent property. 
 
c. Leaks. District customers shall repair all leaks in plumbing and irrigation systems 

occurring on the customer's side of each meter within ten (10) days from date of 
discovery or notification.  A leak detection notice may be given to the property owner. 

 
d.  Hoses shall not be used for any purpose without an automatic shut-off device being 

attached to the hose. Hoses left running are not permitted. 
 
e. Undeveloped Property & Vacant Lots. Irrigation of undeveloped property and vacant 

lots is expressly prohibited unless required or mandated by Placer County Code or 
other governmental agency. 

 
f. (Moved to Stage 2 and 3) 

 
g . Food and Beverage Establishments. Commercial food and beverage establishments 

should encourage serving water to customers only when requested by the customer. 
 
3.23.3 Stage 2 (Significant Water Shortage)  

 
A Stage 2 level shall be determined by the Board of Directors, after consideration of available water 
supply, aquifer levels, annual precipitation, long range weather forecasts, or such other factors 
which may apply in District’s discretion. and/or any mechanical defect in operating systems. In 
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addition to restrictions contained in Stage 1, the following restrictions shall become effective 
immediately upon posting a Stage 2 alert notice at three (3) conspicuous posting locations within 
the District, and upon notification to the local media: 

 
a. The filling of all swimming pools, which are not covered during periods of non-use, is 

prohibited. 
 
b. The operation of any ornamental fountain or similar decorative water feature is 

prohibited, unless a water recycling system is used, and a notice to the public of such 
recycling system is prominently displayed. 

 
c. Outdoor irrigation of all vegetation, including lawns and landscaping, is limited to three 

times per week, one hour per irrigation zone, per day.  Irrigation restrictions specified in 
Section 3.23.2.a, Odd-Even Designated Irrigation Established, are mandatory and 
zones shall be restricted to one hour per zone. 

 
d. No new landscaping shall be installed during a Stage 2 level.  
 
e. Hardscapes. Water shall not be used to wash sidewalks, driveways, parking areas, 

tennis courts, decks, patios or other improved areas, except as required or necessitated 
by driveway repair or necessary maintenance, or to alleviate immediate fire, sanitation, 
or health hazards.          

 
f. Fire Hydrants. Use of fire hydrants for flushing (except for protection of public health), 

construction water for compaction, and dust control shall be coordinated with hydrant 
flushing only. 

 
g. Lodging Facilities. Lodging facilities subject to registration and payment of transient 

occupancy taxes to Placer County shall post water conservation literature in each room. 
Literature to be distributed shall be approved by the General Manager.  

 
h. The Stage 2 declaration and restrictions therein shall be reviewed every 180 days by the 

Board of Directors. Upon cessation of Stage 2 Conditions, Stage 1 (Normal Conditions) provisions 
will be re-instated. 

 
 i. After imposition of restrictions on water wastage and usage identified above, such 
restrictions shall stay in effect until the Board of Directors removes such restrictions [Amended by Ord. 
01-04]. 

 
 j. If, after having been notified by the District through certified mail or personal service 
of a violation of the emergency water restrictions specified above, the customer continues to 
violate such restriction(s), the Manager or his/her designated representative shall have the 
power to disconnect water service to such customer or reduce such water service for household 
purposes only. Disconnected service or reduced service shall be restored only upon payment of 
the appropriate reconnection charge established from time to time by the Board. [Amended by Ord. 
01-04] 

 
 3.23.4 Stage 3 (Critical Water Supply Shortage, Emergency Water Conservation 
Restrictions) [Entire Section added by Ord. 01-04] 
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A.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law and in accordance with Division 1, Chapter 3, of the 
California Water Code, in the event of a critical water supply shortage, the shortage shall be 
declared as such by the District Board of Directors.  A Special Meeting shall be posted in order to 
alert and educate the public.  Upon declaration of a water shortage emergency the District shall 
notify all customers by direct mailing, public communication, and personal service.  In addition to 
continued adherence to water conservation measures and water restrictions contained in the above 
Sections, District customers shall implement and adhere to the following Emergency Water 
Conservation Restrictions: 
 

1.  Implement mandatory reduction in average base water consumption by 20% or more as 
deemed necessary by the Board of Directors for all water users in Squaw Valley. 

 
2.  Implement critical water supply rates and charges as set forth by the Board of Directors 

upon finding the water supply to be at a critical shortage.  Said rates and charges are 
intended to provide sufficient funding to continue operating and to cover cost to correct 
the water supply shortage. 

 
3.  In case of a critical drought condition that threatens the District’s ability to pump sufficient 

water supply, and in order to ensure sufficient water supply is available for domestic 
use, sanitation, and fire protection, the District Manager shall implement regulatory 
authority over the water basin as provided for in the California Water Code, until such 
time as the aquifer has recovered to a safe operating level. 

  
4.  The District may limit or discontinue the issuance of new water supply permits as 

deemed necessary by the General Manager. 
 

5.  Water supply permits for projects under construction may be suspended or revoked 
unless the owner can prove the project will not further exacerbate the water supply 
shortage. 

 
6.  Washing of hard surfaces, including sidewalks, driveways, parking areas or decks, shall 

be discontinued unless required for the health and safety of the occupant. 
 
7.  The District shall continue to conduct public meetings regarding the water shortage and 

solicit the support of the community. 
 
8. The District shall discontinue or limit supply of water outside of District boundaries 

(service area) except as may be necessary for public health and safety, including fire 
suppression. 

 
 B.  After the Manager imposes the restrictions on water wastage and usage identified in the 
Section above, such restrictions shall stay in effect until the Manager removes such restrictions. 
 

C.  If, after having been notified by the District through certified mail or personal service of a 
violation of the emergency water restrictions specified in the Section above, the customer continues 
to violate such restrictions(s), the Manager or his/her designated representative shall have the 
power to disconnect water service to such customer or reduce such water service for household 
purposes only.  Disconnected service or reduced service shall be restored only upon payment of 
the appropriate reconnection charge established from time to time by the Board.  
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3.23.5 Enforcement  
 

The General Manager, and other authorized District employees, have the duty and are hereby 
authorized to enforce all provisions of Section 3.23. 

 
3.23.6 Violations 
a. For the first violation within one calendar year, the District shall issue a written warning 

to the customer. 
 
b. For the second violation within one calendar year, a $100 fine shall be added to the 

customer's water bill. 
 
c. For the third violation within one calendar year, a $500 fine shall be added to the 

customer's water bill, and the District may install flow restrictors. 
 
d. For the fourth and any subsequent violation within one calendar year, a $1,000 fine 

shall be added to the customer's water bill. The District may also discontinue water 
service to the property where the violations occurred, in accordance with District 
procedures. Reconnection shall be permitted only when there is reasonable protection 
against future violations, such as installation of a dedicated landscape irrigation meter, 
flow-restricting devices installed on the customer's service connection, or as otherwise 
determined at the District's discretion. 

 
3.23.7 District Enforcement Costs  
 

In addition to collecting any fines assessed per Section 3.23.5 above, the District shall be 
reimbursed for its costs and expenses, including legal fees and costs, incurred to enforce the 
provisions of this Ordinance including all costs for staff to investigate and monitor the customer's 
compliance with the terms of this Section. Charges for the installation of a dedicated landscape 
irrigation meter, flow-restricting devices or for discontinuing or restoring water service shall be 
added to the customer's bill for the property where the enforcement costs were incurred. 
 


