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WATER METER MONITORS  

NOW AVAILABLE 
 

T he Squaw Valley Public Service District recently 
upgraded our water meter registers and 

transponders to the Orion meter reading system.  In 
doing so, we are proud to announce a new service 
available to our valued customers: the Orion Water 
Meter Monitor.  

 
The Orion Water Meter Monitor is a small electronic 
device that is programmed to read your water meter at 
the touch of a button.  For instance,  pressing the “A” 
button before your sprinkler system turns on and again 
at the end of your sprinkler cycle, gives you the 
sprinkler system’s water consumption. 
 
These monitors may be borrowed for up to ten days 
with a refundable deposit of $75.00. Or, you may 
purchase one for the full price of $140.00. 

 
For questions regarding the Orion Water Meter 
Monitor, please contact the District. 

NATURAL GAS FOR SQUAW VALLEY? 
 

I s it possible that we might eventually get natural 
gas in the valley?  Can you imagine sitting in your 

nice warm home with uninterrupted high speed 
internet service and no propane tanks to shovel out?  
The District has just begun a study that may make 
that all possible.  The study will consider the 
feasibility of importing water to Squaw Valley. If 
found feasible, then Southwest Gas and the cable 
television company may be invited to share in a 
common trench from the Truckee area to Squaw 
Valley. Sharing of such a trench would reduce the 
cost of construction to all parties and bring a much 
higher level of service to the community. The results 
of this study should be available in late spring 2008. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

POSSIBLE CHANGES 

IN WATER RATE 

STRUCTURE 
 

T 
he Rate and Conservation 
Committee will be 
meeting in the near future 

to discuss changes in the rate 
structure.  Specifically, the 
committee is charged with 
reviewing the existing rate tier 
system and the budgetary needs 
for the upcoming fiscal year.  
Last spring, the District adopted 
a new irrigation ordinance that 
requires the Board of Directors 
to consider a rate structure that 
encourages efficient water use.  
Since the adoption of that 
ordinance, customers who 
consume large quantities of 
water are being notified.  This 
will hopefully encourage them to 
change their water use patterns.  
 
When the Rate and Conservation 
Committee meetings are 
scheduled, the notices will be 
posted at the Post Office, District 
Office and on our website at 
www.svpsd.org. The public is 
welcome. 



Page 2 

Fire and Safety Notes 
SPOT FIRES 
 
Home from Iraq 

By the time you read this, Squaw 
Valley Firefighter-Paramedic Alex 

Calvillo should be back from a six-
month deployment in Iraq with his 

Air Force Reserve unit.  Alex kept 
us informed of his activities via  

e-mail and we responded with 
reports of epic powder days and 

all the other terrific things he was 
missing back home.  We’ll be glad 

to have Alex back and are grateful 

for his service and his safe return.  
 

New Personnel Bring 
Experience and Skills 
The departure of two Firefighter-
Paramedics during the last year 

has given us the opportunity to  
bring on two new people.  Josh 

Rytter, who came to us from 

Truckee Fire Protection District,  
joined our Department in May.  

Within a week of starting here, 
Josh got married - setting a new 

Department record for most life-
altering events in a ten day 

period.  Firefighter-Paramedic 
Steve Molnar joined our little 

family in October, after working  
in the Lake Almanor area where 

he lives with his wife and two 
children.  Before joining the fire 

service, Steve spent many years 
as a San Diego police officer.  We 

are glad to have Josh and Steve 
aboard - they’re both doing a 

terrific job for our community. 
 

Paramedics in Training 
Squaw Valley Firefighters Kurt 
Gooding and Jake Pers are 

currently taking Paramedic 
training at Northern California 

Training Institute in Roseville.  
This is a rigorous program and 

there are reports that Kurt is 
studying so diligently that he 

studies drug interaction flash 
cards while hiking.  Thanks to 

both Kurt and Jake for helping us 
improve our level of service! 

SQUAW VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENTSQUAW VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENTSQUAW VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENTSQUAW VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT    

Pick Out Your Favorite Hydrant for Adoption 
 

The post-Christmas dump has been awfully good for skiing, but it presents 

some challenges for firefighters when our small red partners in fire suppression 

vanish into the drifted or plowed snow along the roads.  It is a tremendous 
help when residents (even part-timers!) “adopt” the fire hydrant closest to 

their home and help keep it free of snow.  The water purveyors and Fire De-
partment work diligently to shovel out the hydrants after each storm, but we 

would be delighted for your assistance. 
 

When digging out a hydrant, please keep in mind that we need at least 24” 

clearance in all directions from the center of the hydrant - see the diagram 
below for an ideal job! 

Surviving A Power Failure 

Those of us who have lived in Squaw Valley for a long time have vivid (but not 

necessarily fond) memories of power failures lasting for up to a week.  These 

days, power failures are relatively few and far between, but here are a few 
ideas about how to cope with them effectively and safely: 

• Wood stoves and fireplaces are great, but make sure the flue (damper) is open 

before starting your fire!  Also, dispose of ashes safely - only in a metal can that 
you then put outside, well away from any flammable stuff.  No matter how cold or 

old you think the ashes are, don’t put them in a paper bag or in the trash. 

• Beware of any combustion in the house.  Charcoal or gas barbecues must never be 

used indoors because they produce colorless, odorless and lethal carbon monoxide. 

• Candles are romantic, but should only be used in areas where they can be watched 

at all times - never leave a candle burning unattended in a bathroom or bedroom. 

Have a flashlight or headlamp for each member of the family with extra batteries. 

• The telephone system frequently works even when the power is off, so make sure 

that there’s at least one non-cordless telephone in your house.  Cordless phones 

rely on AC power to work - an ‘old school’ wired phone will keep you in touch.  The 
cell phone system may work - or may not - depending on the location of the re-

peater. 

• Unless you have a generator that has been professionally wired with a transfer 

switch, never attempt to connect house wiring to a generator. 

• Know how to open your garage door manually if the automatic opener is inopera-

tive. 

• Food can be stored outside, but place it where bears and raccoons won’t raid it. 

• Prepare for the power to come back on when you least expect it.  Electric ranges 

are a particular problem - make sure that the burners and oven are turned off in 
case power is restored when you’re asleep or after you leave.   

24” 

Winter, 2008 
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PROTECT YOUR HOME FROM OLD MAN WINTER 

 

I f you are an absentee homeowner, these tips may help you protect 
your water pipes from freezing and breaking in the winter. 

 
If you leave your heat on and the valley encounters a long term power 
outage, which we know from the past can happen, it may leave your 
home without heat, making your water pipes vulnerable to freezing. If 
that happens and your pipe breaks, it can cost you thousands of 
dollars in damage. 
 

Some tips to remember for winterization: 
 

• Do not wait until the last minute to winterize; storm patterns change each year. 
 

• Create a winterization checklist of instructions for draining the water pipes with drawings 
of shut off valve locations. 
 

• Make sure a maintenance company, rental company or neighbor has a key to the home 
with instructions to check the house if necessary, or install a lock box. 
 

• Provide a contact number to Squaw Valley Public Service District for emergencies. 
 
Please call the District or check our website at www.svpsd.org for more detailed information 
on winterization. It may save you a lot of money and grief. 

 

I f you turn on a faucet and just a trickle of water 
comes out, suspect a frozen pipe.  Locate the 

suspected frozen area of the water pipe. Likely 
places include pipes running against 
exterior walls or where your water 
service enters your home through the 
foundation. 
 

• Open the faucet that is frozen. As 
you thaw out the frozen pipe and it 
begins to melt, the water will begin 
to flow through the frozen area, 
helping it to melt faster. 

 

• Apply heat to the frozen section of 
pipe using an electric heating pad wrapped 

 
 

 
around the pipe. Or use an electric hair dryer, a 
portable space heater or wrap pipes with towels 
soaked in hot water. Do not use a blowtorch, 

kerosene or propane heater or any 
other open flame device. 
 

• Apply heat to the frozen pipe until full 
water pressure is restored. If you cannot 
locate the frozen area or if it is 
inaccessible, call a licensed plumber. 
 
If you encounter frozen pipes on a regular 
basis, perhaps the best investment you 
can make is relocation or insulation of the 
pipes to prevent what may become a very 
costly problem. 

HELPFUL TIPS FOR THAWING PIPES 
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“Water Conservation is a 

Moral Obligation” 

Squaw Valley Public Service District 
305 Squaw Valley Road 
Post Office Box 2026 
Olympic Valley, CA 96146 
 

T he District began a public 
education campaign to make 

homeowners aware of the 
importance of maintaining utility 
easements by posting an article in 
the July 2007 newsletter. In August 

2007, the District notified all homeowners who have 
easements on their property with an informational 
letter and a map of the easement.  During the summer 
of 2008, District personnel will assess each utility 
easement to verify access to our facilities. If you have 
an easement on your property and have questions 
about it, please contact our office. 

NEW  REGULATIONS AFFECT 
SEWER SYSTEM OPERATIONS 
 

I n November 2006, the District was 
required by a new law to obtain a 

National Pollution Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) permit from the 
California Water Quality Control Board.  
This permit heralds a variety of new 
regulations designed to prevent Sewer 
System Overflows (SSO’s).  The 
regulation requires that the District begin 
reporting SSO’s to a state database and to 
report monthly when no SSO’s have 
occurred.  To access the state database, log 
on to www.waterboards.ca.gov/ciwqs/ and 
click on CIWQS Public Reports.  The 
District will be working hard in the coming 
months to develop an SSO Management 
Plan and to implement new ordinances and 
programs to eliminate or minimize SSO’s. 

MORE ON EASEMENTS 


